[No. 16 of 1906. 


CONFIDENTIAL] REPORT 
NATIVE PAPERS IN BENGAL _ 


FOR THE 


Week ending the 21st April 1906. 


CONTENTS. 


‘i ITIOS. . 
wiles (¢)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administra- 
tion 
- e .. 386 A municipal complaint _,.. we soe 3298 
Persian Politics ai: A municipal omupleies 7" ee cop. 0. 
Alleged zum upon the Rajshahi Municipality ... bd. 
° Government grant for the prevention of malaria ... ib. 
Il.—Howr ADMINISTRATION. Ae aa od oe sa ‘at bee > 
The Drainage Committee for the Presidency Divi- 
)- Polwe— sion eee eee eee eee 4b. 
(a Water scarcity in Calcutta owe » 196, 
A remedy for the plague _... ven ee 8B. 
Skinning of —_ in —— ove eee = Lhe Deoghar Municipality ... vee 9. 
itive police at Banxripara 0s coe = 10. 
Kar Rem Sedei Mokherji Bahadur and Babu Dina- (f)—Questions affecting the land— 
bandhu Bhaumic, Deputy Superintendents of — 
Police, Bengal tee vee oe 3 N; / 
The fate of some bags of Liverpool salt vee 00, il. 
Thefts in Nawabganj i, gee 6b. | 
} upe 
A Of Rejshahi — a5 = = . 326 | (9)-Railways and communications, including canals 
The police at Barisal ™ re oe and irrigation — 7 i 
A Railway complaint , es ose eee 329 , | 
A ee nm sii ‘ad on = 
wa ) th C rts— A luway cvmp aint eee ene eee 46, 11 
ee Want of proper drainage in a fleld inthe Khulna 
district eee ' eee eee eee 4b. 
The Sub-Registrar of Purulia — we 1+. 326 
A complaint against a Sub-Kegistrar ... eve 90, 
(h) — General — 
—Jails— . | 
oT | Mr. Morley _... na pes soe 329 
A complaint against a Sub-Inspector of Excise ... #0. 
Nil. The Midnapore sedition case ‘as oc : 
The — “~ 2 Midnapore .___.. sve = : 
i Mr. Carlyle’s Budget speec i ve ‘ 
= ree Sir A. Fraser's Budget speech eee coe 90. > 
An er-Princess of Burma ... om | F 
A European Professor of Sanskrit at the Calcutta | Wild — in Bengal _... ove eee = 
Presidency UCollege ais ad -.. 336 Fer nie “ si aad {i 
° a * ; ~_—- ad os —— éb. The vost of the om gd Review at Rawalpindi i > y 
AE an Frofessor of Sanskrit in the Calcutta _ The late Rawalpindi Review sis roe 90. ih 
. ta nol aia he — The Serernenee the students and the swadeshi ee 
The a of appointing a Kuropean Professor ‘ eur Wiles an ois eee a“ if 
of aos rit eee eee oe eee ¢ e : eee eee oe a 4 
Musalman students and the Pleadership Examina- si paige ae rd sag Han ose ove B. " 
tion ee see eee eee : “ eee eee . ‘ 
A national school at Dinajpur a $b. The oe dak-cess ... ove ore % H 
Half-free studentships to the sons of teachers —— * The a a a sd . “ee eee ee a 
Suggested special appointment of a Buddhist Ins- — _ The Barisal we fe ae ‘as 7, 4 
agooe! of — in eerhac g a Peery ib. India and ‘‘ Party Governmen “0 ve 0. q 
The students of the Barisa a School and the | ‘ 
Provincial Conference lately in session sore wa fh IIl.—Lzeisiation. * 
“ooo —— ite ——!, ap err . 4b. The procedure in the Indian Legislative Councils ,,, 385 4 
The contemplated Women's Training Colleges in . | i) 
ng “ee eee eee eee 80. “ 
The Eden Female School at Dacca __.. a a [V.—Narive Starss. | 
‘The National Council of Education _... na j 
The proposed National University _... . 338 | Nil ie 
The Ananda Schoo! in Tippera soe ae | al. : 


Paos. 


V.—Prosrscrs OF _ Crors AND CONDITION OF THB 
Proris 


of famine in Eastern Bengal .. coe 385 

Reported distress in the Chittagong Hill Tracts ... ib. 

Distress in the Marshidabad district .... coo |W. 

The distress LL eee eee eee 4b. 

VL—Misoxsiiamnovs. 

New business concerns in India see oon, 396 

A Swadesh meeting jue ove con = (86, 

A meeting at Pabna ee ‘es an | 2 

hi meetings ooo §=80~ 

ectings in favour of the Swadeshi movement .., 886 

A Swadeshs meeting oti coe ooo |= 

Two Swadeshi meetings... oye 90, 

A meetmg in connection with swodeshi woe «6, 

: Babu Surendra Nath Banerji at Dacca coo 90. 

k A meeting 4 — of the Swadesht movement ... sb. 

% Swadeshi at Dac 960 66. 

| Two meetings ia ‘College Square i m Calcutta coe, 4, 

Meetings im Gonvexion With Siadeshi ... oe 387 

The ne are misled eee a |) 

eo gag and the Swadeshs ae ioc 

A poe epe Mfrs eee > 

The “ * Bengali year ios oe os ‘ 

Iniguity uf the English _... oo» 338 

A reported case of "poioe culm in Assam —— * 

) What the Bengalis have achieved tes i 
: The Provincial. Conference at Barisal ... . 98 

| Cause of the present distress ove ‘3. 

ii Courage shown by Bengali youths in connection 

¥ with the Swadeshi movement ie a 

: Courage amongst Indians ... ves coo 60. 

Swadeshi among the Joung « ee ose oo oo 

The incidents at Barisal see =a 


Uriya Parzrs. 


The Weather in Baripada .,,, on coe 989 
The. Weather ia os aa vie ave on 88. 


( 324 ) 


Paas. 
Ursrya Parzes - concld. 
The weather in Barpali -. 939 
The poor residents of Bengal need some relief _... 340 
Small-pox and rinderpest in Puri ves a a 
Cholera and small-pox in Balasore son so 
Pablic health in Bhadrak ... eee a * 
Poblic meal | by Angul__... ove ooo 80, 
Cholera ia Pu ove ons wae * 
Tiger scare in "Hindole oce ve | 
A terrible man eater bagged me 
The story of two brothers beating 4 tiger cco | (8. 
Fires in the Puri district... ins ome * 
Jiberality of the Raja of Athgarh swe ib. 
Suggestions to reform the system of teaching in 
vogue in Sambal pur cco 8D. 


The third Utkal Union Conference at Balasore ie Me 
Development of the resources of the Native States 


in Orissa eee . 341 
The use of Uriya in the ‘offices of zamindars in 

Ganjam tb. 
Phe policy of appointing Uriya-knowing teachers 

commended ... ib. 
The Uriya-Bengali controversy - 
The rent in Bafipada market objected to — 
The Sub-Registrarship of Cuttack —... ac. a 
Objection to disarm the people of Garjats oe | 
The Hindu-Muhammadean differences in Soro ive Se 
The Political Agent at Nilgiri id. 
Mr..S. P. Sinha as Officiating Advocate-tieneral 

of Bengal owe 342 
Restrictions on- free export of rice from Pal Lahera ib. 
The Hindole State tb. 
The Lunatio Asylum in Cuttaek am 
The [ieutenant-Governor of Bengal and the 

Swadesh si ib. 
A proposal to instal the Raja of: Pal Lahera on. his 

gads awe ab. 
The Gorakehinj:Sabhe.of Cuttack oan om 
The Outtack Municipal elections ae ee 


Assam Parmes. 


Nil, 


( 325 ) 


I.—HoREIGN POLITICS. 


The Roznama-i-Mukaddas Hablul Mateen (Calcutta) of the 13th April 8@Yy8 Rozwama-1-Moxap- 


DaS HaBLUL MaTEEN, 
April 18th, 1906, 


that Reuter’s correspondents have, for the last few 
days, been publishing false reports regarding the 
Persian affairs. They misrepresented the Seistan boundary question, From 
whatever point of view the question is looked at, Persia has much to complain 
against the McMahon award. If the question, like any other, be referred to 
the Hague Conference, it will be satisfactorily settled. | 

They greatly exaggerated the facts relating to the boundary dispute 
between Persia and Turkey, but the dispute is not such as to result in an 
outbreak of hostility between the two countries. 

In connection with the dispute between England and Persia in respect of 
a telegraph office at Bander Abbas, Reuter’s correspondents sometimes declare 
that Persia has objected tothe building of the cfiice at the instance of Russia, 
and sometimes say that some British warships have started for the Persian 
Gulf with the sole object of teasing Persia. _ 

The news of a mob rising in Seistan against the plague officers as well as 
the news of the massacre of twenty Europeans in Khorasan was wired with 
the object of drawing the attention of the Europeans towards Persia. On the 
eve of the Boxer rising Reuter published similar falsehoods, but the people of 
the present day are too wide awake to be deceived again, 


Persian Politics. 


1],—Home ADMINISTRATION, 
(a) — Police. 
2. The Purulia Darpan [Purulia] of the 9th April reports that on the 
night of Monday, the 19th Chattra, two cows 
belonging to one Tusi Mahatan of village Ram- 
nagar, were taken out on a field, killed and skinned. One or two other such 
cases are also stated to have occurred. 
3. With reference to the withdrawal of the punitive police from Banari- 
: escapes _ para, the Sanjivani [Calcutta] of the 12th April 
a punitive police at Banari- attributes to Sir L. Fuller a statement that it was 
eects not His Honour’s intention to withdraw the force 
until the expiry of a year, and then goes on to suggest that the fact that it has 
been withdrawn before quite six months have elapsed, is due to a hint to that 
effect given to His Honour by Lord Minto on the occasion of the former’s visit 
to Calcutta to be invested with the K.C.S.LI. 
4. With reference to the recently gazetted appointments to the rank of 


Skinning of cows in Manbhum. 


PURULIa DARPAN, 
April 9th, 1906. 


SaAVJIVAN], 


April 12th, 1906 


SANJIVANI, 


Rai Ham Sadai Mukherji Baha- Deputy Superintendent of Police in Bengal, the April 12th, 1906. 


dur and Babu Dinabandhu Bhau. Same paper writes that of two of the Officers 
a ig oo. Superintendents of selected, viz., Rai tam Sadai Mukherji Bahadur 

asthe sip and Babu Dinabandhu Bhaumie, it can be asserted 
with confidence that promotion even to the office of Inspestor-General of Police 
would not be an adequate recognition of their merits. Why should not these 
two gentlemen be promoted to the full status of District Superintendents ? 


One should like to know the name of the European District Superintendent 
better qualified than these two Indian officers, 


5. A correspondent of the Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 15th April Damy Hivavanr, 


ie og says that a trader of Mathurar Bazar, in district 
posit. SSS, had imported a hundred bags of Liverpool 
salt. The bags were left at the ghat by a steamer, 
but coolies and cartmen refused to carry them to the trader’s godown. At 
night, somebody threw two or three bags into the river, and the rest of the bags 
were smeared with night-soil. ‘I'he correspondent requests the authorities to 
destroy the bags to prevent the possibility of the tradesman selling the salt so 
defiled to the public. 

6. A correspondent of the Dacca Prakas |Dacca] of the 15th April 
writes that thefts have lately become rife in the 
_Nawabganjthana. Thirty to thirty-five cases are 
being reported to the police every week. The correspondent concludes with 


Thefts in Nawabganj. 


a reference to the apathy of the local officers of police in promptly enquiring 


into these cases. 


“t- 2 @eaibon a 


April 15th, 1906. 


Dacca PRAKAS, 


April 15th, 14:06. 


Re == oe - 
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HInp! 3BancGavasl, 
April 16th, 1906. 


Dat_y HitTavaDl, 
April 18th, 1906. 


PURCLIA DaRPAN, 
April 9th, 1906. 


J ASOHAR, 
April 11th, 1906. 


Se Se oR SNR met. soe. on 


BURDWAN 
SaNJIVANI, 


April lvth, 1906. 


HITAVADI, 
. April 13th, 1906 


M1iHIR-O-SUDHAKAR, 
April )3th, 1906. 


BasUmATI, 
Aprii 14th, 1£08. 
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7. In noticing the case in which the Police Superintendent of Rajshai 

_ arrested and sent up for trial a driver of a hackney 

A complaint against the Folice carriage which carried some respectable ladies, the 

eRe NE Hind: Bangavasi | Calcutta] of the 16th April asks: 
Is there no one to check such oppressive conduct on the part of police officers ? 

8. The Daily Hitavadi [Calcitta] of the 18th April writes that since 

a Monday last large numbers of policemen, armed 

dae ane with long /athis have been parading the streets of 

Barisal town, to the great amazement of the townspeople. A party of police 

have also taken up quarters in the yard of the Zilla schoo] premises. 


(6)— Working of the Courts. 


9, The Purulia Darpan (Manbhum] of the 9th April writes that the 
Sub-Registrar of Purulia is in the habit not of 
| registering deeds promptly as they come up to 
him, but of returning them with dates marked on tlem, indicating when they 
are to be brought up for registration, thereby imitating Magistrates and Munsifs, 
who fix dates when a particular suit is to be taken up. 
10. The Jusohar [Jessore|] of the 11th April complains that persons 
| 7 having deeds to register in the Jessore Sub-Kegistry 
PPh das against a Sub- office are put to great inconvenience and _ hardshi 
| , by the whims of the officer in charge of the office. 
They have to dance attendance in the office for at last two or three days before 
their deeds are registered. ‘The newly-introduced pay system for the Sub- 
Registrars is said to have brought about this state of things. 


The Sub-Registrar of Purulia. 


(d)—Education. 


11. The Burdwan Sanjwvani | Burdwan] of tlie 10th April refers sarcasti- 
cally to the Government proposal to appoint a 
A European Professor of Sans- Fuyropean as Professor of Sanskrit in the Calcutta 
krit at the Calcutta Fresidency . Rey P 
College. Presidency College, as indicative of the extent to 
which, in the opinion of Englishmen, Indians of 
the present day have degenerated. The latter should consider themselves 
blessed that the former have at least taken pity on their ignorance of the 
laiguage of their forefathers. And this ignorance of the Bengalis extends not 
to Sanskrit only, but also to Bengali, their spoken vernacular, otherwise why 
should a beneficient Government have practically created a monopoly in 
school books in that language in favour of Messrs. Macmillan & Co. ? 


12. Referring to the interpellation in the Bengal Legislative Council 

. on the proposal to appvuint a European Professor 

Ne Rage ty el Anning A gags of Sanskrit in the Presidency College, Calcutta, 
, : the Mitavadi [Calcutta] of the 18th April takes 

Sir Alexander Pedler to task for being the author of the proposal. His 
intelligence is doubted, but credit is given to his instinct to create a lucrative 

berth for one of his countrymen. 

138. The Mihir-o- Sudhakar [Calcutta] of the 

- Rerapess petener. hed json 13th April expresses itself against the suggested 
Colleas. si weny appointment of a European as Professor of Sanskrit 

in the Calcutta Presidency College. 

14. Referring to the Hon’ble Mr. Richardson’s statement in the Bengal 

‘. ae ie ane Council that the proposal to appoint a 
Wane quesion OF appopans 8 European Professor of Sanskrit in the Presidenc 

rere tree @ eee College, Calcutta, was still under the hikes wsernd 

of the Government of India, the Basumati [Calcutta] of the 14th April says that 

the annual budget allotment of Rs. 6,000 for the purpose would seem to 

imply that the matter has already been decided upon by that Government. 
The writer taunts Sir Alexander Pedler for posing as an authority on the 

question of Sanskrit learning in this country. 
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15. The Charu Mihir [Mymensingh] of the 10th April says that the 


Government of Eastern Bengal and Assam is con- 
templating to allow Entrance-passed Musalman 
students to appear 1n the Pleadership Examination. 
The writer warns the Musalman community against this official favour, because 
‘t will have the effect of inducing Musalman students to disregard high educa- 
tion. And in these days of keen competition in the Rar, pleaders possessing 
no better education than what is provided by the Entrance standard, can never 
be expected to be successful in their profession. . 

16. The Sri Sri Vishnupriya-o- Ananda Bazar Patrika [Calcutta] of the 12th 
April is glad to hear that in consequence of the 
indiscretion of the authorities in fining certain 
young boys of the Dinajpur Zilla School for attending a swadeshi meeting, a 
national school is going to be started there very soon. 

17. The same paper asks the Bengal Government to follow the example 
of the Panjab Government in the matter of granting 
half-free studentships to the other sons of poor 
teachers who pay full fees for their eldest sons in 
any Government institution. is) 

18. The Jyoti | Chittagong] of the 12th April points out that the Buddhist 
population in the Chittagong Division number 
149,739 and that they are in a very backward state 
educationally, and concludes with a suggestion that 
the appointment of a special Inspector of Schools is likely tu be attended with 
the same success in the case of the Buddhists as 1t bas been in the case of the 
Musalmans and Europeans. | 

19. The Samay (Calcutta | of m4 - Pee venga 9 erat oer -~ 

eal Zilla ction of the authorities in having prohibited the 
chow dad tho Peoviadiel Denton students of the Zilla School at Barisal from attend- 
ence lately in session there. ing the Provincial Conference lately sitting there, 
even as spectators, can be justified. Are the lads slaves of the Government 
that their personal liberty is to be interfered with in this way? Can the 
students be at all blamed, if, after this, they leave the school in a body? From 
the manner in which the euthorities are daily proceeding from one oppression 
to another, [3ritish rule does not seem in any way superior to Russian rule. 


20. The Mihir-o-Sudhakar [Calcutta] of the 13th April takes the recent 
holding of a Provincial Musalman Educational Con- 
ference at Dacca as & welcome and hopeful sign of 
the awakening among the Musalmans of Eastern 
Bengal, which has ensued as a direct result of the partition. 


21. The Khulnavasi | Khulna] of the 14th April objects to the proposal to 
engage the services of two English ladies for the 
contemplated Women’s Training Colleges in Bengal. 
We do not know, says the writer, what Bengali 
Hindu ladies have to learn from English tutoresses. However that may be, it is 
imperatively necessary that vitiated English manners and ideas should be 
prerenier from corrupting the pure Hindu zanana. The education of Hindu 
adies should be conducted on the lines of their domestic life, and this cannot 
be done by English ladies. 


22. Apropos of a visit lately paid by the Director of Public Instruction, 
Eastern Bengal and Assam, to the Eden Female 
School at School at Dacca, the Dacca Prakas [Dacca] of the 
15th April refers to the undesirability of young 
men us well as wilowed or unmarried elderly ones being teachers in this school, 
and expresses a hope that if there are such teachers, the matter should receive 
attention from (Fovernment. 


23. The Datly Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 15th April announces that the 
National Council of Education have decided to hold 
two public examinations corresponding to the stand- 
ards of the Entrance and F. A. Examinations of the 
Calcutta. University in the second week of July next at centres like Calcutta, 
Dacea, Rangpur, ete. 


Musulman students and the 
Pleadership Examination. 


4 national school at Dinajpur. 


Half-free studentships to the 
sons of teachers. 


Suugested special appointment 
of a Buddhist Inspector of Schools 
in Chittagong. 


Provincial Musalman Educa- 
tional Conference at Dacca. 


The contemplated Women’s 
Training Colleges in Bengal. 


The Eden Female 
Dacea. 


: The National Council of Educa- 
lon, 


CHarvu MIBIR, 


April 10th, 1906. 


Sai Sri VISHNov- 
PRIYA-0-ANANDA 
BaZAB PATRIKA, 


April 12th, 1906, 


Sri Sr VIsHNU 
PRivya-0-ANANDA 
BazaR PaTRIK A. 


JYOTI, 


April 12th, 1906. 


Samay, 


April 13th, 1906. 


M:HIR-O-SuDHAKAR, 
April 13th, 1996, 


KHULNAVASI, 


April 4th, 1906. 


Dacca PRAKAS, 
April 15tb, 1906. 


DaILy [MitTavanr, 
April 15th, 1906, 


Hinpi BascaVv4Asi, 
April 12th, 1906. 


Hisps BanGavas!. 


CHarkvU MIgie, 
April 10th, 1906. 


Kasivuk Niva™, 
April lltb, 1906. 


SKI SRI VISHNU: 
PRI¥YA-O-ANANDA 
BAZAR PATRIKA, 


Sei Sri VISHNt- 
Priya-O-ANANDA 
BazAR PATRIKA. 


KANGPUR 
VARTAVAHA, 
April 13th, 1906. 


KaNGPUR 
VARTAVAHA. 


BASU MATI, 
April 14th, 1906. 


DaliLy HITAVADI, 
April 15th, 1906. 


Darty HiTaVvADI, 
‘April 17th, 1906. 


DaiLy HitavaDi, 
April 18tb, 1906, 
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94, Commenting upon the scheme of the proposed National University, 

the Hindi Bangavasi ‘Calcutta of the 12th April 

_The proposed National Univer- says that the suggestion on the whole is a very 
sity. ° . . 

good one, but as a University like the one under 

contemplation is not ee | to satisfy the aspirations of the pupils which it will 
educate, it may, if started, suffer for want of public support. 

25. In noticing the circular issued by the Head Master of the Ananda 

7 a. Mehest ln Ti School at Brahmanberia in Tippera, forbidding 

he Ananda Schoo! in *'pper® the students to visit the local Kali mandir, the 

same paper says that the Head Master has no authority to issue sucha 


circular. 


(e)— Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


26. The Charu Mihir [Mymensingh] of the 10th April complains that 
ie : there has been no supply of filtered water in 
ee Mymensingh town for the last twenty days, The 
drinking of unwholescme water is telling on the health of the town. 
27. ‘The Kasipur Nivasi [Barisal] of the 11th April complains that the 
2 | new pound-keeper at Barisal town does not properly 
A municipal complaint. feed or house the animals, and does not give proper 
receipts for them either, 
28. It would appear, writes the Sri Sri Vishnupriya-o-Ananda Bazar 
_.- Patrika [Calcutta] of the 12th April, that the 
yn bed Zum upon the Rajshahi ” officials at Rajshahi have gone mad over the local 
— municipal affairs, They have been guilty of various 
acts of zulm upon the Municipality. Is it that the refusal to accord a reception 
to Sir B, Fuller has brought all these troubles upon the Municipality ? 
29. The same paper calls in question the wisdom of the Government 
in providing only Rs. 20,000 for the prevention of 
Bh ys ae for the pres malaria, while it has granted as much as Rs. 90,000 
) | for the prevention of plague. Is it then to be 
supposed that the mortality from plague is higher than that from malaria ? 
30. The Rangpur Vartavaha | Rangpur] of the 18th April writes that the 
Saar ON: hot«!s in the vicinity of Nawabganj and the Railway 
CS station in most cases adulterate the rice and dal, 
which they supply to customers, with quantities of stale rice and dal, They 
require proper inspection by the sanitary authorities. 


31. ‘The same paper writes that cholera has broken out with some severity 
in certain places like Nechbatganj near Rangpur 
town. 

32. With reference to the recent app >intment of a Drainage Committee 

3 | for the Presidency Division, the Basumati [Caleutta] 

The Drainage Committee forthe ofthe 14th April points out that the ravages of 
Presidency Division. : ; 8 ; 

malaria are even greater in the Burdwan than in 


Cholera near Rangpur. 


the Presidency Division. 


33. The Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 15th April says that water- 
scarcity has made its appearance in Calcutta with 
the advent of summer. ‘Ihe municipal authorities 
fail to supp'y water just when the rate-payers are most in need of a copious 
supply of it. 

34. The Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 17th April expresses a hope 
that a trial should be given in Calcutta to a 
remedy for the plague, which, according to the 
statement of the Christian Weekly known as Nur Afsan of Ludhiana, has 
heen discovered by the local Sub-post Master Babu Khag Ram. 


35. A correspondent writes to the Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 
18th April to complain that the Trunk Road and 
the Barabazar Road at Deoghar stand in need of 
repairs, that these and other roads and streets in that Municipality: are not 
regularly watered or lighted at night. 


Water scarcity in Calcutta. 


A remedy for the plague. 


The Deoghar Municipality. 


; y 
ty salty * 
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(9)—Railways and communtcatwns, including canals and irrigation. 


36. The Sanjivani [Calcutta] of the 12th April publishes a letter from 

. Babe. Kali Prosonno Chattaraj, m.a., Professor sia sib, 1908, | 
of the Cit College, Calcutta, complaining of the , 
inconvenience to which a relative of his was put in travelling with a daughter | 
from Sealdah to Beldanga station on the night of the 26th March last, because 
of the action of the Railway employés in first refusing permission to them to 
take with them in their own carriage even a small trunk and bag containing a 
change of clothes, and secondly, when these pieces of luggage had accord- 
ingly been made over for conveyance to the brake-van, insisting that delivery a | 
of them should be taken at Murshidabad, and notat Beldanga, which was a. 
the travellers’ destination. The correspondent concludes by drawin a F 
Mr. Burt’s attention to this case as typical of the inconveniences to which a 

passengers are now put in consequence of the over-zealousness of the 

subordinate staff in carrying out his new rule regarding the taking of luggage 

by passengers in their own carriages. | 

37. The Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 13th April publishes a letter pny arravany, 
relating how on the 30th Falgun last, in carriage april 18th, 1906. 

No. 313 in the No. 34 down train at Jamalganj 
Station, between Rangpur and Santahar, a man named Gopal Das was 
mercilessly belaboured by four or five station Babus and menials, because he 
had forcibly resisted another — in his attempt to take his seat on a 
bench which was already fully occupied by certain female relations of his; 
and how it was only the timely urrival of the guard of the train on the 
scene that saved Gopal from an untimely death. A hope is expressed that 
these offending railway employés should be brought to book for their conduct 
on this occasion. 

38. The Mihir-o-Sudhakar [Calcutta] of the 13th April suggests the M™#0SvpHazan, 
desirability of appointing Musalman bhistis at the “Pr! 1b 19%. 
stations on the Barasat-Basirhat Light Railway : 
as experience has shown that the existing Hindu pani-pandes sometimes refuse 
to supply drinking water to the Musalman passengers on the line. 

39. A correspondent of the Khulnavasi |Khulna] of the 14th April per pee ger 

Went of teal says that for seven or eight years past a vast field or 
Geld in the Lhwinadistricte. «iM the vicinity of the Brahman Rangdia village in 
the Khulna district has been nals almost un- 
productive by the want of proper drainage. ‘This has caused great distress 
- the local cultivators. The attention of the District Magistrate is drawn to 
the matter. 


A Railway complaint. 


A Railway complaint. 


A Railway complaint. 


(h)— General. 
40. The Swades Sampad [Mymensingh] of the 9th April connects the — gwanss saurap, 
na ar abolition of the zamindari d&k-cess and the recent- April 9th, 1906. 


ly gazetted appointments of the Hon’ble Mr. 
Justice Ghosh and the Hon’ble Mr. S. P. Sinha, in Bengal, with the hopes 
which Mr. Morley held out on the occasion of the Partition debate in Parlia- 
ment about reducing taxation and about promoting Indians to high offices. 

41. The Charu Miir [Mymensingh] of the 10th April says that on the Omsay mm 

acai ia ial night of the Ist instant a Sub-Inspector of Excise, ~~ ; 
Seimeer'ck taadar” Tangail, causelessly insulted an inter-class passen- 
: ger in a train at the Barundi station on the 
Eastern Bengal State Railway. An Overseer of Dhubri, two Pleaders of the 
Mymensingh Bar, and another person witnessed the incident. It is hoped that 
the authorities will enquire into the matter. 

42. The Sri Sri Vishnupriya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika [Calcutta] of the se: sar vim 
12th April is surprised to find the Mighty British gOx2 Parma, 
Government permitting the Police and the Magis-  aprii 12th, 1906. 
trate of Midnapore to make such a huge fuss over such a ridiculously trivial 
matter as the Midnapore sedition case. : 

43. With reference to the prosecution of Khudiram Bose at Midnapore Mmm-o-Supmzas, 

ie cei ones under section 124A, Indian Penal Code, the April 15th, 1906. 
m ase ah metenepore. — Mihir-o-Sudhakar [Calcutta] of the 13th April 

writes that this prosecution is a most amazing and disgraceful exhibition of 

official whimsicality. Officials who can conceive the possibility of a lad of 

fifteen being guilty of sedition ought to retire from the service. 


The Midnapore sedition case. 
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44, The Sanjivani(Caleutta] of the 12th April writes as follows under the 
heading ‘‘Incivility of speech in the Legislative 
Mr. Carlyle’s Budget speech. Council”:— 

Bhupen Babu and Mr. Chowdhury in the course of their speeches gave 
expression to an apprehension shared universally by the public that the Pedler 
Circular would result in the increase of the oppressive influence of the police 
in the schools and colleges. The source from which District Magistrates 
usually glean information in the mufassal may be judged from their acts. 
Is it not a fact that independent-minded and respectable gentlemen of the 
district are eye-sores to them, with whom they never come into friendly 
contact except on the occasion of raising subscriptions ? And it was because 
Bhupen Babu said this that Mr. Carlyle doubted if he had read the circular in 
question at all! 

The paper then goes on to refer to that part of Mr, Carlyle’s speech which 
begins ‘‘Gentlemen, who, I suppose, consider themselves patriots” and ends 
with “one day and one month respectively” and comments on it as 
follows :— 

Where else is one to go for shamelessness and incivility ? Mr, Carlyle’s 
knowledge and intelligence are strange indeed, 

45. The following is taken from the criticism of the Lieutenant- 

Governor’s speech in Council on the Bengal Finan- 

Sir A. Fraser's Budget speech, 5) Statement, in the Sanjivant [Calcutta] of the 
12th April:— 

With respect to the Partion, His Honour has not been able to produce any 
arguments but has had to be content with merely expressing a ‘belief’ and 
‘ hope.’ 

‘On the question of Mr. Earle’s appointment, His Honour made no attempt 
at argument. His Honour’s statement that with strictly ‘educational wor 
the Director has now comparatively little concern” is a welcome and 
amazing piece of intelligence that is new to us. After this nobody has any 
right to be surprised if Mr. Halliday of the Calcutta Police were selected to 
succeed Mr. Earle. Is it then the truth that a Civilian Director has become 
necessary not to work for the spread of education but for the repression of the 
students and the teachers ? 

Turning next to the Pedler Circular, we knew before we read His Honour’s 
reference to it in the debate that it is to his initiative that it was due; that it — 
was issued with the plain intention of subordinating the officers of the Educa- 
tion Department in the mufassal to the Local Executive, for political reasons. 

In the matter of the Carlyle Circular, we wish to remind Sir Andrew 
Fraser that in order that the most objectionable provisions of the circular 
might not be carried into effect, Government felt itself compelled to restrict 
its scope. 

Lastl , His Honour’s references to the Ranchi College, the question of 
female education, to the appointment of a Director of Agriculture, etc., 
were all so worthless and leutheble that it would have been better for his 
reputation if he had desisted from attempting to justify his evil deeds. 

46, The Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 13th April draws the attention 
of Government to the distressed pecuniary condi- 
tion to which the wife of a nephew of ez-king 
Thebaw now living in Calcutta has been reduced, in having to maintain eight 
children, of whom three are studying in the Doveton College on a sanctioned 
pei allowance of Rs. 40 only. It is pointed out that the lady has been 
compelled to part with all her furniture and is about to be turned out of the 
house she is now occupying for arrears of rent. 

47. The Pratikar L Perso pors of the 13th April says that the Hon’ble 

Mr. Richardson’s statement in the Bengal Legisla- 
tive Council to the effect that the decrease of wild 
animals has reduced the necessity of fire-arms in the country is unfounded. 
=e has depopulated many villages and turned them into homes of wild 
animals, 

48. <A correspondent of the Mihir-o- Sudhakar [Calcutta] of the 13th April 

- complains of the action of the Hindu employés of the 
Post Office, the Dispensary and the Sub-Registry 
office at Molhar Hat in Khulna in having collected subscriptions in aid of certain 


An ex-Princess of Burma. 


Wild animals in Bengal. 


A complaint. 


ee 


‘yities from the local Musalmans, who, it is alleged are so poor that they 
Tea Gai in view of the prevailing ‘high prices of food-grains, afford two 


a day. 
i The Samay [Calcutta] of the 18th April writes that the public at 
; first had great expectations from Lord Minto, but 
——" the manner in which his Lordship has, since his 
assumption of office, been dealing with the people, has destroyed all these 
expectations and produced a conviction in their minds of his unfitness for his 
present office, The way in which he is passing his time in shooting and divert- 
ing himself otherwise and the way in w ich in matters official he relies blindly 
upon his subordinates, do not suggest his competence for a post once occupied 
by Lord Curzon who, although he 71 have been an enemy to the people, was 
certainly active and self-reliant. The circumstances of the time call fora 
stronger man at the helm that one, who is more like Lord Elgin, to remain 
practically a mere puppet in the hands of his — 
50. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 13th April is astonished that when 


Major-General Scott announced in the Supreme 


The cost of jhe Miltary ‘Legislative Council that the recent Militar 
—o re Review at Rawalpindi had cost Rs. 16,67,000 
no Hon’ble Member questioned the propriety of the expenditure. The 


authorities have plenty of money in their hands, and they think that 
they are responsible to nobody as regards the manner in which it is 
expended. But the people, whose money it really is, have every right to 
question them on the subject. The expenditure of more than 185 lakhs of 
rupees in a review in honour of the Prince of Wales indicates the reckless 
manner in which money is spent in the Military Department. But if 
anyone questions the propriety of the expenditure, the authorities will say 
that outsiders can have no idea of military matters and will, probably, an- 
nounce that this big ¢amasha has something to do with the prospective 
Russian invasion. 
51, The Dacca Prakas paces of the 15th April regards the expenditure 
of 13 and odd lakhs on the Military Review at 


The late Rawalpindi Heview. Rawalpindi as a misuse of public funds on a matter 


of momentary pleasure. 
52. The Hitavadi an uf the 13th April writes as follows :— 

he chief part of official wrath against 

Swadishi is vented on students. They are 


“e harassed, persecuted and oppressed for their sincere, 
diligent and whole-hearted advocacy of their country’s cause. 


subject people, and such is the reward which patriotism fetches in our country. 


The Government, the students 
and the Swadesh: movement. 


From Lord Minto downwards, every official asserts that students should 
take no part in politics, but none of them comes forward with his reasons for 


holding such an opinion. The students join public meetings and associations, 


express their patriotic feelings by shouting Bande Mataram and advocate the 
And for these they are 
being fined, beaten, flogged, imprisoned, expelled from schools and colleges 
(Jniversity. This sort of oppression would 

not have astonished us if our rulers had been a nation of African savages, 
or our Sovereign had been a half-civilised, cruel, despotic monarch. But 
subjects as we are of the civilised and highly liberal British Government, we 
' The Government has, by Proclamations and Acts of 
Parliament, more than once given the Indian people to understand that India 
is governed for India’s good. Why do the English then oppose the Swadeshi 
movement of the Bengalis? It can no longer be said that the officials 
still misunderstand our purpose, because it has been repeatedly set forth in the 
What we want is simply to revive the 

arts and industries of our country which have been ruined by English com- 
petition. And if our efforts to serve our country in this manner amount to 
any guilt, punish us and not the students, because we haye created the 
Swadeshi agitation, and not they. Dothe officials think that the cry Bande 
Mataram and the Swadeshi movement are capable of upsetting the British 
Empire, in spite of its powerful Army and formidable Navy ? If the foundation 
of your Empire is so weak as to be shaken by the cries of a few lads, how 


cause of Swadeshi articles with their whole hearts. 


and even rusticated from the 


cannot calmly bear it. 


press in plain, unmistakable terms. 


We are a 
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long will you be able to keep it standing? The manner in which you are 
oppressing our students is enough to make the coolest blood boil. Students 
in England are boisterous and unruly, and you do not dare raise your finger 

instthem. Indian students, on the contrary, are docile and peaceful, and you 
belabour them in streets and open places and send them to yail as if they are 
thieves and dacoits. But do you not feel that your object in doing all this 
cannot be gained in this manner. Instead of suppressing oppression it only 
serves to stimulate an honourable purpose in an honest heart, and no amount 
of oppression will deter the Bengali student from serving his country. You 
have seen that imprisonment has failed to make any impression on the 
students’ patriotism and your conduct in the matter of education has given 
birth to the National Council of Education, There is no sedition in the 
country. ‘The people have only been displeased with your conduct. If, for 
eradicating ‘this displeasure from the country, you take to oppressing 
children and to such other courses, you are no better than mad men. Your 
arbitrary conduct is casting ® blot on the good name of Englishmen in this 
country. If the country contains any rebels, you are those rebels because your 
conduct is only serving to aggravate discontent in the country. 

58, Referring to the arrest of the four students on a charge of having 

wen tlt eel talents assaulted police constables, the Bharat Mitra 

[Calcutta] of the 14th April asks why the Police 
Commissioner who turned a deaf ear to the complaints of school students when 
assaulted by the police is now so active in arresting students on a charge of 
assault on the police, : 

54. The same paper has the following in the course of an article 
with the heading ‘‘ Persecution of boys”’:— , 

Boys are at present persecuted in Bengal. 
They are sent to jail and fined. Here and there they are being assaulted, 
They are rusticated from schools and are not admitted to examinations 
Various devices are being invented to oppress them. Recourse has been had 
to flogging in one or two cases and in one case a boy of fifteen has been 
charged with sedition. ‘This persecution is to be found equally in old as well 
a8 in new Bengal. 

We have up to this been under the impression that all this oppression was 
due to the overzeal of some subordinate officers, but such is not the case. 
The higher officials are at the bottom of all this mischief. Even the Govern- 
ment of Bengal is not quite free from blame, for a case of sedition cannot be 
instituted without its sanction. Hearing of such a sanction we cannot lift up 
our head for very shame. What is the reason for all this persecution? Boys 
are not guilty of any criminal offence such as robbery, theft, disturbance of 
public peace, etc. They are only asking the pcople to use indigenous articles - 
and abjure the foreign. A sympathetic Government would have appreciated 
the great self-sacrifice of these young boys; but in this unfortunate country the 
officials are punishing them. 

Such a state of things would not occur if the people of Bengal were a 
little unselfish. The swadeshi movement has hardly affected them. All the 
world over the duty of the Government is to foster native enterprise by 

reventing the import of foreign goods. It is quite different in this country. 

ere the officials profess to be friends of swadeshs, but one is grieved to see 
their doings. Is it a crime for boys to induce their countrymen to use home- 
made goods? Have Englishmen forgotten the time when they tried to exclude 
foreign goods with the help of legislation? Do they not see what they are 
doing to extend their trade in other countries? What is the reason then that 
they should be oppressing the boys for their swadeshi agitation ? | 

Englishmen are proud of their civilization and are lovers of freedom. 
Are the English officials eg with the boys as civilized officials should? 
There have been good as well as bad officials, but none of them have hitherto 
oppreenes the boys. The other day our King-Emperor said that the late visit 
of His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales resulted in increasing the loyalty 
of the people, but we fail to understand how it has increased their loyalty. 
Is — - responsible official in India or England who would cunsider this 
question 


Government and school boys. 
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55. Referring to the recent arrest of a number of students by the Calcutta 
Police, the Basumati [Calcutta] of the 14th April 
says that the ultimate result of this persecution of 
students cannot be happy for the Government. Increasing oppression is making 
the students bolder and bolder and paving the way for the establishment of a 
strong national life in the ecg 

56, The Birbhum Varta [Birbhum] of the 14th April cannot view with 

eis ide ci any great measure of satisfaction the abolition of 

eT a tax like the zamindari dak cess which affects a 

very small section of the community and would have preferred instead a 
reduction in the salt duties. | 

57, The Daily Hitavad Calcutta | of ; the 15th April writes as follows 

co ne under the heading “A serious affair at Barisal, 

a Surendra Babu- arrested. The delegates insulted 

and beaten.. Oppression by the police. Anarchy. Barisal resounding with 
the cry.of Bande Mataram”:— _ 

A terrible news has been received from Barisal. Surendra Babu has been 
arrested on setting foot on Fuller’s dominion. The delegates have been 
beaten with Jathis by the police, and insulted. The subordinates of the 
Assamese Governor have put obstacles in the “y of constitutional agitation. 
Is this British rule or the regime of Nadir Shah? It is doubtful if such 
anarchy prevailed even in the time of Shaista Khan. The wire from Barisal 
has astonished us, 

The Provincial Conference at Barisal was timed to be held in the after- 
noon of Friday last. - Accordingly, the President and the delegates assembled 
in the compound of a private house before starting for the Conference pandal 
and uttered the cry of Bande Mataram. But thiscry has the same displeasing 
effect on the nerves of Sir Bampfylde Fuller and his subordinates that the 
utterance of the name of ‘Ram’ has on the nerves of ghosts. And as soon 
as the procession had left the compound and the more influential delegates 
heading the procession had proceeded a little way, tle police suddenl 
attacked, Jathi in hand, the delegates who followed next, and beat indiscri- 
minately anybody they came across. Four of the delegates were severely 
beaten by the police. One of the delegates was so severely beaten that he 
fainted away and a scoundrel of a policeman picked him up and threw him 
into a neighbouring pond. On another policeman crying out that the man 
would die, the delegate was dragged out of the pond. | 

The police did not remain content with beating only those who were on 
the road but entered the pie compound referred to above and beat many 
gentlemen there, some of whom were severely hurt. Even the spectators who 
assembled in the neighbouring lanes did not escape a beating at the hands of 
the police. The District Superintendent of Police himself beat many with Jathis. 
The Assistant Superintendent of Police also was present on the spot. The 
were asked to desist, but did not heed the request. On Babu Surendra Nat 
Banerji trying to explain to the District Superintendent of Police the impro- 
priety of the conduct of the police, be was arrested and taken to the Magistrate. 
On Surendra Babu’s arrest many leading men also offered themselves for 
arrest, but the police refused to arrest them, saying, according to the States- 
man’s correspondent, that they had orders only for the arrest of Surendra 
Babu. If the correspondent of the Statesman be correct, there must be some 
mystery underlying the whole affair. | 

So fur no one had uttered the cry of Bande Mataram in the street. But 
on seeing Surendra Babu arrested, the whole assembly vehemently uttered 
the cry and proceeded to the Conference pandal. Surendra Babu was 
immediately taken before the Magistrate, and though it was a close 
holiday, the Magistrate began his trial at once. It is needless to point 
out that Surendra Babu was given no seat, was refused time when he 
applied for it, and was also refused permission to cross-examine the District 
Superintendent of Police. The Magistrate addressed Surendra Babu as 
‘ prisoner’ and attempted to humiliate him by the use of unpleasant language. 
On Surendra Babu protesting against. this, he was charged with contempt of 
Court, and fined Rs. 200. The Magistrate expressed himself willing to excuse 
the fine, if Surendra Babu a But Surendra Babu refused to do so. 


Arrest of students in Calcutta. 
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Surendra Babu was next charged with leading a procession without a 
and violating Sir Bamptylde Fuller's Bande Mataram circular, and dined 
Rs, 200, without being given an opportunity of defending himself. 

58. Referring tu the Barisal incident, the Sandhya [Calcutta] of the 17th 

April says :— 

ee It appears that the Barisal Police was 
an opportunity to create s disturbance. The delegates had divided them- 
selves into three parties during the procession in order to make it as quiet 
and orderly as possible. But the District Superintendent of Police pushed 
his horse into the assembly and created a confusion. The police closed the gate 
through which delegates were coming out and began assaulting the members 
of the assembly, who patiently bore the insult without retaliating. Babu 
Surendra Nath Banerji was then arrested and taken to Mr. Emerson’s 
bungalow. Surendra Babu seated himself in a chair, but the Magistrate 
reminded him that he was a prisoner. The Magistrate then said to Surendra 
Babu—* Your conduct is disgraceful.” Surendra Babu objected -to this 
remark, and asked Mr. Emerson to retract it. On this Mr. Emerson fined 
Babu Surendra Nath Rs. 200 for contempt of Court. The proceedings of the 
case were not, however, drawn up by the Court. The Lieutenant-Governor’s 
steamer was at Barisal all the time the delgates were there. Mr. Emerson 
lad been seen on board the steamer before the fracas took place. 

59. The Dacca Gazette [ Dacca] of the 16th April has the following in its 

nglish columns :— 

— Os ee Mr. John Morley’s reply to the amendment 
Te proposed by Mr. H. Roberts to the address to the 
King-Emperor discloses one fact which we should not lose sight of. It is clear 
from his speech that in future an Indian battle in the House of Commons isnot 
to be fought on party grounds, If party interest be taken away from Indian 
subjects, they are sure to be regarded as the dullest of all by the average 
members of either party. In that case even a most important subject 
connected with India will receive a very insignificant share of the attention of 
the House. Only half-a-dozen members thut take lively interest in Jndian 
affairs may take part in any debate on such subject, and the House, by that 
time well nigh emptied, may wa De A dispose of the matter. That state of 
things is not conducive to the welfare of India. If India wants that her affairs 
should receive that amount of attention of the House of Commons which she 
deserves, her battle must be fought on party lines, and she should identify 
herself with the most progressive party of the House which may be ever 
inclined to do justice to those that groan under a cruel autocracy. If these 
people again feel that they have some interest at stake by neglecting Indian 
affairs, they may act with redoubled energy to rectify the wrong done to the 
Indian people. At present no member, no elector, feels that he is to lose 
anything directly by overlooking matters of purely Indian interest. 

But this cold apathy may at once be turned into warm sympathy if the 
proposal now before the Premier be carried into practice. We mean the 
proposal to place the charge of the Secretary of State for India in the British 
estimate. The British electors and their representatives in the House of 
Commons who are partially affected by this proposal will raise a loud voice of — 

rotest against misgovernment in India if the proposal be carried into effect. 

or misgovernment in India will then mean wilful waste of British revenue 
in the shape of the charge of the Secretary of State, solely and directly 
responsible for the good government of India, a waste which no elector or no 
conscientious representative will allow to go unchallenged. - What we now 
urge is that our coum eee should direct a portion of their energy in that 
line. The hands of the British Parliamentary Committee should be strength- 
ened by a powerful Indian public opinion as regards the matter. Memorials 
to that effect ehould be numerously signed and sent up, one to the Premier and 
another to the Secretary of State. Public meetings in all im — centres 
should be organized and resolutions urging that reform should be ‘adopted, 
copies of which should be sent to the two above-mentioned ministers and to 
the Secretary to the Indian Parliamentary Committee with all possible 
despatch. As the matter is under the consideration of the Premier, wé should 
bestir ourselves with a view to get that much-desired reform. 
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III .~= LEGISLATION. | é ee 
## (Chittagong) of the 12th April writes that the dure, both 
sad nicantihy’ rat is Imperial and Provincial Legislative Councils 
The procedure in the Indian jn India, is not such as to inspire either respect for, 
Lan er or confidence in, those assemblies. No opportunity 
is given to the native members to raise discussions on important questions on 
anv day except one in the course of the whole year. 


V.—PRosPEcTs OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


61. The Sri Sri Vishnupriya-o-Ananda Baear Patrika [Calcutta] of the 
12th April is surprised that Government should 
Prospect of famine in Eastern jaye thought fit to say, in reply to the interpellation 
et alt ofthe Hon’ble Babu Ambica Charan Mazumdar, 
that there is no prospect of @ famine in Eastern Bengal. The suicide by a 
man in distress in Backergunge, the Government reports about scarcity of food, 
and the oe of pe Lod af ord bos . pal wes ay zamindars: to pay 
revenue, point to ion. : 
sate “The Jyoti {Chittagong} of the 12th April speaks of the acute distress 
: which prevails in the Chittagong Hill Tracts and 
Reported distress in the Chitta- of the straits to which the local inhabitants have 
gong Hill Tracts. been driven in consequence, such as raising loans at 
exhorbitant interests, living on leaves and barks of trees, and even committing 
crimes in order to go to jail where a supply of food would be assured. One 
case is referred to in which a husband and wife actually committed suicide to 
escape the pangs of starvation. 
Me sties 63. <A correspondent of the Pratikar [ Berham- 
Murshidabad 6. of the 13th April reports distress in the 
urshidabad district. Rice is selling at 93 seers 


Distress in the 
district. 


for a rupee. — 

64. A correspondent of the Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 15th April 
says that the distress of the present year differs 
from the distress of other years, in this, that this 
year every necessary of life is selling at famine prices, while in other years 
of distress it was only paddy and rice which sold at exorbitantly high prices. 

The raiyats are not even getting loans. Agricultural banks would have 
been of great help to them just now. 


The distress. 


VI.—MIscELLaNneEous. 


65. The Howrah Hitatshi [Howrah] of the lat April says that since the 
_ Inception of the Swadeshi movement 17 cotton mills, 
concerns ~«™ 3 coal mines, 2 gold mines, 40 shops, 31 banks, 


New business 
India. 


in this country. Most of these concerns are financed by Indians. Many 
more — firms have been established, but they have not yet been 
registered, 

66. The Charu Mihir [Mymensingh] of the 10th April publishes a short 
report of a public meeting recently held in the 
‘Suryyakanta Town Hall, Mymensingh, in favour 
of the Swadeshi movement. 

67. The Pabna Hitaisht [Pabna] of the 11th April notices a meeting at 
Pabna organised by Maulvis on the 27th Chatira 
last, in which, amongst others, a resolution was 
adopted in favour of so shaping one’s conduct as not to promote ill-feeling 
with the Hindus. ce 

68. ‘I'he Jasshar (Jessore] of the 11th April publishes reports of meet- 
ings in favour of the Swadeshi movement held at 
the following places in the Jessore district :— 


Narail. p Basuria, 
Jangalbadal. 


A Swadesht meeting. 


A meeting at Pabna. 


Swadesh meetings. : 
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69. The Samay [Calcutta] of the 13th April 
Meetings in favour of the Five, accounts of meetings in connexion with the 
Swadeshi and boycott movement at the following 


Dacca, on the 1st April. 

Forbesganj (Purnea). 

Tuticorin. 

Bagerhat. 

Shyambazar (Calcutta). 

Krishnagar. 

Jalpaiguri, on the 25th March. 

Jharra (Midnapore), on the 25th March. 
Magura, on the 27th March and 4th April. 
Bhola, on the 4th April. 

Jiagan), on the 3rd April. 

College Square crema 

Mirpur (on the Eastern Bengal State Railway in North Bengal). 
Beadon Square (Calcutta). 


70. The Howrah Hitaishi prada of the 14th April says that a meeting 
in favour of the Swadeshi movement was recent] 
held in the Khirisberia village in the Rowse 
district. The shop-keepers of Khirisberia, Kamalpur and the neighbouring 
villages have taken an oath to deal in Swadesht instead of foreign articles, 
The Brahmins who were present at the meeting promised that they would 
socially boycott persons using foreign articles. The Chairman explained the 
causes of the impurity of foreign salt and sugar. 
71. The Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 15th April notices two meetings 
‘in favour of the Swadesh movement at the villages 
of Safalya and Nakalia in the Pabna district. 
ie eh 72. The Dacca Prakas[{Daccu) of the 15th 
gost s >  smneen with April notices a meeting in favour of the Swadeshi 
cause at Goila on the 1st April last. 
73. The same paper gives a detailed account of the ovation that was 
accorded to Babu Surendra Nath Banerji at Dacca 
pth Surendra Nath Banerjiat and Narayanganj. Resolutions, it is stated, were 
adopted in favour of the Swadesht movement at the 


A Swadeshi meeting. 


Two Swadeshi meetings. 


former place. | 
74. The Nihar [Contai] of the 17th April publishes an account ofa 
oo meeting in favour of the Swadeshi movement a 
a a > ee of the village Jamna on the 11th April last. 
The same paper refers to a meeting at Contai 
on the 9th of the same month in honour of the late Rai Bankim Chandra 
Chatterji as a very timely one, for which its promoters deserve thanks. — 
75. The Dacca Gazette [Dacca] of the 16th April says that since the 
POE gee arrival of Maulvi Abul Hossain and Suchindra- 
diay nath at Dacca there has been a revival of the 
Swadesht agitation and the singing of Bande Mataram in the town. A public 
meeting in favour of the movement was recently held there under the Preai- 
dentship .of Babu Ananda Chandra Ray. Babus Surendra Nath Banerji and 
Kali Prasanna Kavyabisarad and Mr. J. Chaudhuri delivered speeches. 


76. The Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 17th April publishes accounts 

oo of two meetings in connexion with the incidents 

Two meetings in College Square at Barisal held in two different parts of College 

Square at Calcutta, the total number of heads 

present in them being about six thousand. The following are translations of 
extracts from some of the speeches delivered on the occasion :— 


Babu Panchkari Banerji :—If we never again in our life so much as cross 
the shadow of those who to-day have unprovokedly harassed us, if we never 
touch even with the extremities of our fingers their manufactures, then alone 
shall we have taken proper revenge for this insult. 

Babu Syam Sundar Chakravarty :—Let the women of our country resolve 
not to dress their hair until we can avenge this humiliation of Surendra 
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Nath. Resolve that this hand of thine shall in no way assist the Feringhee: in 


working the administrative machinery. Resolve that by cutting off all 
contact with the Feringhees you will bring their administrative machinery to. a 
standstill. aes . 

Babu Sures Chandra Samajpati:—This incident ought to be regarded by 
us as a banner of victory for the mother-country. Our Saséras call him Raya 
who pleases the people. But our officials are dyeing the people with the blood 
drawn by the assaults of /athis by the police. 

Mr. A. Chowdhury :—Sir Bampfylde Fuller’s oppression can no longer be 
borne. An effort must be made to get him out of the country, and with this 
object, on Wednesday or Thursday next, a monster meeting will be summoned 
at the Town Hall. a 

Dr. Prankristo Acharyya:—The news from Barisal to-day bas created 
venom instead of grief in the heart. 
shall have to find out our own way. 

77. The same paper of the 18th April publishes accounts of meetings 
in connexion with the Swadeshi and boycott move- 
ments at the following places :— 


College Square (Calcutta). 
- Boalia. 

Gorchar. 

Jamirta Gudhoubari. 
Beadon Square (Calcutta), 


78, The [thar Bandhu [ Bankipur] of the 12th April quotes the following 

assage from the speech of one Golam Mandal 
‘haudhuri delivered in Barisal, for the information 
of those Musalmans who are labouring under the misapprehension that the 
British Government is favourably disposed to them. 

The re-erection of the monument of the Black Hole, Calcutta, and the 
painting of Sera} uddowla in the blackest hues clearly show the affection 
which the British Government bears to the Musalmans. The Indian Musalmans 
of South Africa are contemptuously called coolies, are quartered outside the 
towns, and are never allowed the privilege of riding in carriages or walking 
along the footpaths side by side with the Europeans. Why are the Musalmans 
in spite of their being the loving subjects of His Britannic Majesty denied 
even those rights which are enjoyed by the handful, poor whites of 
Syria. In filling up the judgeship of the Calcutta High Court which was 
vacated by Mr. Amir Ali, the Government totally ignored the claims of the 
competent Muhammadan members of the local bar. Does this indicate affection ? 
It is now time for the Musalmans to know what they are actually worth, 
instead of being any longer duped by Government. It is a matter of regret 
that while their co-religionists in the British colonies should be treated like 
so many fowls and brutes by the English people, the former should be licking 
the feet of English cobblers, potters, carpenters and other low people and 
enriching them by purchasing articles manufactured by them. 
for his own selfish ends, induces the Musalmans to humiliate themselves in this 
manner must be considered as their worst enemy. 

19. The Prutikar [Berhampore] of the 13th April is glad that both the 
Viceroy and the Commander-in-Chief have ex- 
pressed themselves in favour of the swadesht. 

80. The Khulnavasi' Khulna] of the 14th April publishes a contributed 
poem in which it is said that the cause of famines 


Meetings in connexion with 
Swadeshs. 


The M usalmans are misled. 


Government and the Swadeshi. 


danse in India is to be found in the drain of its resources 
by foreigners. 
81. The Basumati [Calcutta] of the 14th April makes a prospective 


review of the New Bengali Year and says that the 
_ past year was full of sorrow, grief and sufferings 
for the Rengalis, who were, nevertheless, consoled to a certain extent by the 
birth of a genuine feeling of nationality and a true and self-sacrificing spirit 
of patriotism in the country during the year. But what is in store for them 
in the New Year? The astrological predictions of the Hindu almanaco— 
predictions in which all Hindus have great faith—are very gloomy. ‘The Sun 


The New Bengali year. 


Nourishing this venom in the heart we 


He who, | 
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sitsas the lord of the year, and in consequence of this, famine, disease, pestilence, 
&c., are to commit fearful devastation in the country. Mercury occupies the 
place of Chief Minister, and as such, he is supposed to make rulers oppressive, 
The Bengalis are already reaping the fruit of Mercury’s ministership, From 
the Police constable to the Chief Secretary to the Government every public 
servant is their ruler. They, therefore, fear political oppression at every 
step. | | | | 


82, The same paper says that the casting overboard of all religions 
scruples by the English ull over. the world is 


Iniquity of the English. sare to cause their downfall ere long. 


83. The same paper says that on the occasion of Sir B. Fuller’s recent 
visit to Naogong, Assam, the police mercilessly 
— case of police zu/m belaboured a number of blacksmiths for refusins 
ee to powder a quantity of iron for a pyrotechnical 
show on the occasion, and that subsequently the local law court refused ¢o 
admit a case against the police on this ground. The writer insinuates that 
the blacksmiths ought to have retaliated the conduct of the police against them, 
for the smiths’ blow is proverbially powerful. 


84, The Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 15th April writes as follows :— 
aa At one time we supposed that tasks like the 
What the Bengalis have achieved. ¢ounding of a national university, the giving up of 
the use of foreign goods and the using of only indigenous articles were quite 
impracticable, But are not these tasks gradually becomiiig practicable? Who 
can say that the tasks in connection with the Swadeshi wnovemeut, which still 
appear to us as impracticable, will not become practicable six months hence ? 
Who can say that the national university which has now attracted to itself 
scarcely a hundred. students will not count its students by thousands.a year 
hence? Who can say that the educated Bengali who now easily sacrifices rank, 
honour and self-respect for the sake of slavery will not in future turn up 
his nose with contempt at the very mention of the name of slavery ? 


Potential energy lies hidden in men as well as in communities. No one 
can tell at what auspicious moment that slumbering energy will become 
awakened and make practicable what is now looked upon as impracticable. 
Nothing happens without a cause, and there is no knowing what imperceptible 
and unknown cause will awaken our energies. Acts which hitherto we thought 
ourselves incapable of performing are now being performed by ourselves. 
People who at first ridiculed us, twitted us with our actions and even threat- 
ened us in various ways, are now in their hearts, if not public'y, moved at the 
contemplation of the results of our actions. Delicate Bengali boys are cheer- 
fully submitting to caning and imprisonment with a heart unmoved by fear. 
Did not these things appear impracticable to Bengali boys a year ago? 


“What man has done, man may do” is a well-known English proverb. 
And hitherto we have set our hands to nothing which no community in the 
world has not at any time achieved. We have only set ourselves to do that 
which hitherto, without any attempt at action, we looked upon as impracticable, 
but which is easily done every day by both old and young in other countries. 
Henceforward we shall look upon nothing as impracticable.. Indeed, the path 
we have proposed to ourselves to follow will not allow of our looking upon 
anything as impracticable, The words ‘‘impossible” and “ impracticable” 
must be deleted from our vocabulary. 


The time bas come when we shall test the extent of the power that the 
Goddess, who is the source of all energy in the universe, has endowed us with. 
It is not to everybody that such an auspicious moment comes. Nothing is 
impossible to us now. We have become cognisant of the mighty energy that 
resides in our souls. We have got far up the mountain, which from a distance 
&ppeared to us as insurmountable, and there is not the least doubt that the 
Obstacles which still appear to us as insurmountable we shall succeed in getting 
Over easily, ‘The world will then look upon our actions with wondering eye 
and say—tke Bengalis have achieved the impossible; the Indians have achieved 
& feat that might well be regarded as impossible. 
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. The same paper says that on the first day of the Provincial Con- Dany Breivam, 

| “ : biel deo when | eidss Babu returned -to the pri 16th, 1906. 
The Provincial Conference st Conference pandal from the Magistrate's cutcherry, 
rene the assembly welcomed him with the cry of Bande 
Mataram, a band of patriots took him up on their shoulders and placed him 
on a table, and everybody was eager to touch his feet. At this time, the 
pandal echoed and re-echoed with the cry of Bande Mataram. Everybody 
evinced great displeasure with the conduct of the police and the Magistrate, 
and Surendra Babu asked everybody to renew his vow of boycotting foreign 
goods and using only country-made things, whicheveryone did. Many respect- 

able Musalmans joined in thig vow. | 

The first day’s vitting of the Conference closed with the speech of the 
President of the Reception Committee, the speech of Mr. Rasul, President of the 
Conference, and the adoption of the following resolution :— 

That as things go, Barisal does not appear to be under a constitutional ‘ 
Government. Besides, the incidents of the day make it unnecessary for the 
Proceedings of the Conference to be carried on according to the usual rules, 

It is therefore proposed that the Conferen ce do consider only resolutions con- 
nected with the partition and Swadeshi agitation questions and with questions 
having national good for their object and the success of which depends on 
popular effort. | 

86. A correspondent of the Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 15th April Duatry Hrravane, 
says that to the millions of illiterate and ignorant Pri! 15th, 1906. 
people of Bengal, the swadesht agitation appears to 
be the cause of the present distress in the province. Nothing, it seems, can 
disabuse them of this belief. | 

87. Referring to the Barisal incident the Sandhya [Calcutta] of the 17th = sawonma, 

_ April highly praises the courage and patriotism of April 17ti, 1906. 
FB oy own. PY Bengali g young son of Babu Manoranjan Guha who kept 
swadeshi movement. on shouting bande maiaram all the time that the 
, police beat bim with their /athts and even when 
they threw him into a tank, This and the conduct of Khagendranath in 
Mymensingh and of Khudiram in Midnapore show that a new spirit has 
dawned in the hearts of young men in Bengal. | 3 

88. The Samvad Prabhakar [Calcutta] of the 17th April writes that the sauvap Passmins, 
Commarder-in-Chief lately declared that the April 17th, 1906 
courage to enlist for service in the army is wanting 
in India, It may be confidently asserted that His Lordship will be quickly 
disabused of this idea if he, in order to test the strength of their arms, enters 
into a personal contest in arms with any Hindu raja or feudatory. 

89. The Datly Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 18th April relates how the lads D+m Hitavanr, 
of a certain village on the banks of the Kangsa Apt! 18th, 1006. 
stream in Netrakona, lately threw into the river toys 
of foreign manufacture which had been bought for them against their wishes 
by their respectivé parents from a local mela, 

90. The same paper writes that telegrams of sympathy with the Barisal pany Breavan. 
public in their present mishap are coming in from 
all provinces of India. The zeal for the boycott 
has received an impetus from the indiscretion of which the Barisal officials have 
been guilty. 


Cause of the present distress. 


Courage amongst Indians. 


Swadesh: among the young. 


The incidents at Barisal. 


Uriya Papers, 


91. The Manorama [Baripada] of the 9th April states that the tempera-  Maronama, 
ture is rising, though clouds are visible at “pri 9h, 1006. 
times, 

92, The Samvad Vahtha [Balasore] of the 5th g,.,.5 vim, 
April states that there is no more rain and that the pra sen, 19¢6, 
temperature is rising. 

93. The Barpali correspondent of the. Garjatbasini (Talcher] of the 7th  g,,,0s,sne, 
April writes to say that a terrible storm accom- pri 7th, 1906, 
: panied by heavy showers of rain and hail-stones 
raged in that place last week, that the hail-stcnes fell in such numbers that the 
trees were made entirely leafless, birds killed, many standing crops totally 


‘The weather in Baripada. 


The weather in Bulasore. 


e weather in Barpali. 
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destroyed and the huts of poor people rased to the ground. ‘The . writer 
observes that this was an wumprecedented occurrence prognosticating evi 
in the future. 
me '94, The Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 7th April is not satisfied with the 
-. feply given by the Bengal Government to the 
a of Bengal query of the Bengal National Chamber of Commerce 
soe vars usa & yan] the quantity of food-stuffs available for 
consumption in Bengal, and observes that.the high prices of food-stuffs have 
told heavily on the poor residents who purchase them and that some means: 
should be adopted to relieve their distress, . 
95. The Puri correspondent of the Manorama [ Baripada] of the 9th 
| _ April states that small-pox and rinderpest prevail 
p Saell-pex end rinderpest in inthe Puri district and that many persons have 
_ died of small-pox. 
96. The Samvad Vahika- [Balasore}] of the 5th April states that about 
385 persons have died of cholera in Barunsinha 
Cholera and small-pox in Bala- village and that small-pox still prevails in Bargan 
es village in — is ie 
97. The same paper states that the general 
Te Soe SS See. health of the thadink worn is good, . 


GansaTBastnt, 98. The Garjatbasinz | Talcher | of the 7th April 
April 7th, 1906. ee = _ that the general health of ite Angul chin, is 
good. | 
diasdiininieiiae Oita ks Men ge iogd ber os states that cholera has 
Scncuuneaan. 100. The same paper states that the Rasol road in the Hindole State is 
; infested with man-eating tigers and that travellers 
Tiger scare in Hindole. rar ely use that road. 
Ureacpirms, 101. The Utkaldipska [Cuttack] of the 7th April states that Ghanasyam 
April 7th, 1906, : othkaran and Uchhai Sahu of Athgarh State 
A terrible man-eater bagged. = rocently killed a huge royal Bengal tiger, 8 cubits 
in length, which killed 300 cows and wounded a large bull belonging to the 
Raja of that State. 
igri 102. The Utkaldarpan [Sambalpur] of the 2nd April relates the story of two 
Aprit tna, 1906. - goala brothers in Sansahaj Bahal, who accidently 
gk The story of two brothors beat- meta tiger in their way, fought with it by turns 
ng a tiger. . , ‘ 
| and then scared it away by heavy beating. The 
two wounded brothers were sent to the Padmapur Hospital for treatment. 
Manonama, 103. The fun a of ~ anoram2 [ Baripada] of the 9th 
April 9th, 1906, Re eGR April states that houses were burnt down in Puri, 
: ee Bhubaneswar and other parts of the Puri district. 
Gansarsasine, 104. The Garjatbasini SS canta, of the 7th April states that we Raja of 
April 7th, 1906... .. Athgarh has erected a certain number of houses in 
sree Cee ARE state near the Cuttack-Aihgurh road for 
the comfort and convenience of travellers passing by that road and has made 
arrangements to provide the travellers with one meal per day in the summer 
season. The writer thanks the Raja for his liberality. 
arene 105. The Utkaldarpan {Sambalpurj takes strong exception to the system 
Ag ge of education now prevalent in Sambalpur, which 
of teaching in vogue in Saateirer, imparts instruction through the medium of: the 
' English, and observes that this system induces 
cramming, because boys of tender age are apt to confine their attention more 
to the words of the foreign tongue than to the ideas that they convey. The 
writer therefore suggests that this system should be replaced by the wholesome 
system of imparting instruction through the medium of the vernacular. 
area sup 106. e Uriya and Navasamvad [ Balasore} of the 4th April states that 
Apel Gh, me as ke ts the Raja of ‘Talcher has consented to preside over 
wimitihe. Con- the deliberations of the third Utkal Union Con- 
| ference, which sits at Balasore on the 13th April. 
Urxatbaaran, The Utkaldarpan (Sambalpur] of the 2nd April strongly criticises the 
April 2nd, 190¢, Proceedings of the leaders of the Utkal Union Conference, which, it states, are 


characterised by laziness. The President should have been selected much 


earlier, and invitations shou!d have been sent to the speakers and members at | 
jeast two weeks before the annual meeting. 
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The Utkuldipika [Cuttack] of the 7th April exhorts all the village 


committees in Orissa to send their ss resentatives to the Utkal Union Con- 
alasore without any more delay. 
— The Utkaldarpan Sambal nsaeg f of the 2nd April is of opinion that 
- although the development of the resources of the 
Development of the resources of British districts in Orissa is slow, the resources 
ee of the Tributary and Feudatory States, attached 
thereto, may be made to develop at a rupid rate,as have been done in 
rbhanj and Bamra, | . 
me 08. he same paper is sorry to‘find that the Uriya language is not used 
in the offices of the Uriya zamindars in Ganjam, 
The use of Uriya in the offices who write their accounts in Telegu and employ 
Ee Telegu clerks, though Uriya clerks are available in 
numbers to keep the accounts in Uriya. The writer observes that the 
zamindars themselves are, in the first place, responsible for this deplorable state 
of things; that the Government is also to blame for its inability to see that 
Uriya-knowing men are employed in the Uriya taluqs and that the best way to 
remedy the evil is to amalgamate Ganjam with Orissa. 
109. The Manorama [Baripada | of the 9th April states that Uriya boys 
in the schools of Orissa are greatly ineonvenienced 
The policy of sppointing Uriya- hy the appointment of Bengali teachers to those 
Se schools, as they neither know Uriya nor try to 
learn it. They are therefore unable to explain the subjects uf study to the 
pupils in their mother tongue. The writer hopes that it will be the future 
policy of the authorities to employ Uriya teachers in the schools of Orissa. 
110. The same paper states thatthe few Uriya officers serving under 
the Maharaja of Mayurbhanj are so dexterously 
Tho Uriya—Bengali controversy. bandied by their Bengali superiors that they find 
it hard to rise to posts of higher emoluments. Babu Kamapal Misra had every 
chance of being appointed as Private Secretary to the Maharaja, but he was 
transferred to Bahalda and was thus put out of the way. 
A correspondent of the U*tkaidipika approves of the way in which 
Mr, Duke, the Superintendent of Tributary States, refused to accept the no- 
mination of the Maharaja of Mayurbhanj, who had recommended one of his 
Bengali officers to be appointed as a Deputy Collector and Magistrate. : 
111. The Manorama [ Baripada | of the 9th April states that the Baripada 
ae i a _ et ay wee leased me gp peed egy - izes 
a fa. Sen Bee pies per day from the sellers of goods, who go 
— there. P This rate is looked upon as exorbitant and 
should be reduced to 3 pies per day. This is a novel tax and is much 
objected to by the Garjat people. 


112. The Uriya and Navasamvad ( Balasore] of the 4th April disapproves 

of the appointment of Babu Ananda Gopal 

ote Sub-Registrarship of Mukerjee as: Special Sub Registrar of Cuttack on 

the grounds that he does not know Uriya and that 

the appointment belongs to a native of Orissa. The writer hopes that the 

appointment of Ananda Babu is a temporary one, and that it will be finally 
conferred on a native of Orissa preferably a domiciled Bengali. 


113. The Uriya and Navasamvad [Balasore] regrets to find that it is 
3 under proposal to disarm the people of the Garjats 
which abound in tigers, bears and other wild an 
ferocious animals, The writer is anxious to know 
the reason of this novel measure, which will make the lives of the Garjat 
people both miserable and insecure. 


114, The Samvad Vahtka [ Balasore} of the 5th April states that the 
Th aareg difference between the Hindus and Muhammadans 
Pe ARO re rong uhammaden of Soro in district Balasore have become so great 


ae as to compel the former to have recourse to the 
court of law. This is no doubt very bad. 


115. The same paper . ey y —s that Babu means Madhab Naik, the 
The Polit ee olitica nt at Nilgiri, has constructed two 
9 Helidiea Agent ot: ‘s-  yoads—one from Nilgiri to Kaptipada and the other 
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from Nilgiri to Mayurbhan) whereby the sale of fire-wood through: the agency 
of pack-bullocks has been rendered eusier.and more profitable. % che 
116. The same paper approves of the’ ap: 


Mr. 8S. P. Sinha as Officiating intment of S. P.. Sinha as the Officiatin 
sasmamesinaa bs cit Az: hbseeate-Creneral of Bengal. } , 
117. The Garjatbasini [l'alcher] of the 7th April approves of the action. 
of Babu Sam Sundar Nand, the Manager of Pal 
_Kestrictions on free export of Jahora, who has imposed restrictions on the free 
rice from Pal Lahera. ’ 


ex of rice and paddy from that State in view 
of the scarcity cf food in different parts of the State. 
118. The same paper states that though the State of Hindole made some 
Peg progress during the life-time of the late Raja, a 
ekonmoere great deal remains to be done there in the way of 
administration and education. The writer hopes that as the State has come 
under the Court of Wards, improvements in various directions are possible. 
119. The Utkaldipika Cuttack] of the 7th April regrets that the Lunatic 
: _ Asylum in Cuttack, the capital of Orissa, has 
Cote, Munstio Asylum in ‘been transferred bodily to Berhampore, and thereby 
the people of Orissa put to great inconvenience. 
120. Referring to the speech of His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor 
of Bengal in a recent meeting of the Calcutta 
Bore) gientenant-Governor of Industrial and Scientific Association, the same paper 
ie oints out that His Honour has sympathy with 
native arts and industries, hough His Honour dislikes the way in which the 
swadeshi movement is fostered. 
121, ‘The same paper is aware that the Pal Lahera State was not made 
over to the Raja of that State, because its finances 
A proposal to instal the Raja were not in a satisfactory condition, and that it 
is not the policy of Government to instal minors 
attaining majority on gadis of States having empty treasuries. The writer 
contends that the Raja of Pal Lahera may be installed on his gadi as promised 
and steps taken at the same time to improve the state of its finance. _ 
122. The same paper states that the Gorakshint Sabha of Cuttack 
a celebrated its anniversary in the last’ week under 
Pins od Gi eemaae Sabha of the presidency of Fabu Behari Lal Pandit with 
great eclat, The Sabha appears to be in a flou- 
rishing condition and is feeding about 150 animals of the bovine species, that 
have been placed under its care. The Sabha closed its proceedings by draw- 
ing the attention of the public to the fact that bullocks and cows are very 
useful animals and that the Indians, who are mainly agriculturists, can nover 
prosper without them. The Marwari element preponderated in the Sabha, 
which is mainly supported by the members of that community. __ | 
— 1238. Referring to the Municipal elections that passed off in Cuttack on 
es Celiac Masiial 2. ee 30th of March last, the Uvtkaldipika points out 
tions. mur that there were certain irregularities in Wards 
Nos. 1 and 8, which have been brought to the 
notice of the District Magistrate. It is alleged that some candidates for Com- 
m:ssionership wanted to inflnence the voters in an improper.way. ‘The writer 
is surprised to find that seven out of the 12 old elected Commissioners have 
been rejected by their constituents and observes that this is mainly due to the 
ignorance of the voters, most of whom are uneducated men. The moral drawn 
by the writer from the elections that have just passed is that Cuttack 1s not 
yet fit to receive the franchise under the Local Self-Government Act. 
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II.—Home ADMINISTRATION. 

(a)—Police. 
Midnapore sedition case, the Indian 


430. Referring to the Empire asks 


e why the boy Khudiram was arrested at night and 
The Midnapore sedition case. 416% month after the event. ‘It is said that the 


boy was a mere tor at the exhibition and was found in possession of two 
or three copies of the leaflet through the wicked machinations of certain 
snivelling sneaks anxious to curry favour with the authorities.’ 


(b)— Working of the Courts. 


431.. The Amrita Bazar Pairika is glad of the beneficial change made 
by Sir Francis Maclean in the personnel of the 


High Ovart. Criminal Bench and also that His Lordship is now 
on his guard against the sacred rights of the High Court being further 


encroached on by the Government. this ‘noble institution’ were allowed 
to be ‘executived,’ the greatest blessing of British rule in India would 
disappear. 

432. The Amrita Bazar Patrika writes that the Indian Press are getting 
tired of recording the transgressions of Sir B. 


ee ee Fuller and his subordinates. Some time ago one 
Cherag Ali was caught in the act of stealing jute from a field, and it was 


alleged that three persons dragged him to the thana and on the way beat 
him so severely that he died. The accused were placed on their trial before 
the Deputy Magistrate of Brahmanbaria, who convicted them of simple hurt, 
as it was this that the accused intended. When moved, the Sessions Judge 
upheld this view. After the accused had served out the terms of their impri- 
sonment aud were released, Sir B. Fuller suddenly felt that there had been 
@ miscarriage of justice, and moved the High Court to set aside the conviction 
and to have them convicted on a charge of culpable homicide, When the rule 
came on for hearing, Their Lordships discharged it and remarked that the 
practice of allowing a man to be convicted of one offence and after he had 
served the entire pean awarded by the Court under that count to move 
a higher tribunal to set aside the conviction under that section and direct his 
trial on another count, was most objectionable. What a commentary upon 
the ways of a responsible Government! Less energy and more sense are 
sadly needed in the new province. 

433. The Amrita Bazar Patrika observes that the case which hails from 
Bulandshahr embodies all the elements of a true 
‘shooting case” as it is understood in India. 
There were the soldiers out shooting; natives attacking, chasing, and assaulting 
innocent soldiers; the latter’s careful attempts to hide their guns, which the 
“natives” tried to snatch away; the going off of a bullet resulting in the 
death of a “‘ native.” The facts of the case, as put forward by the ian 
are that on the 19th February last, three soldiers were out shooting and shot 
a peacock, A quarrel ensued, in the course of which a villager was shot, 
An enquiry was held by the District Superintendent of Police, who reported 
that the soldiers had been assaulted and that the death of the native was 
accidental. On receipt of the report, the Magistrate ordered the prosecution 
of the offenders, but the police instead of sending the soldiers up. under 
section 304, Indian Penal Code, prosecuted five villagers on a charge of rioting, 
with the result that all were sentenced to terms of imprisonment ranging from 
six months to two years ! 

434, The Nattore swadeshi case, writes the Amrita Bazar Pairtka, clearly 

is tie indicates that a great change has come over the 
ne aes’ OMe. Administration. In pre-partition days, the local 


Another shooting case. 


authorities were not given to feeling nervous when they received post letters 


containing serious allegations against any person or persons. But now it is 
different, and mischievous people are taking advantage of changed conditions 
to make false complaints to the local authorities. The case under notice was 
started on receipt of a letter in which it was alleged, among other things, that 
the accused behaved in a high-handed manner towards the village chaukidars, 
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re Muhammadans, when the latter published the proclamation issued 
or the Government. If this were so, the matter would have been br 
immediately to the notice of the authorities, It did not strike the M 
that the allegations vere POEs false, and the accused were subjected to a 
prosecution which failed. The hoax was evident, and its success shows how 
easily present-day Magistrates can be made fools of. 


d)— Education, 
435. The Amrita Baear Pairika writes that while the proposal to 

a European as Professor of Sanskrit is yet fresh 
,; The latest jobbery in the Bduew’ in the public mind, still another act of jobbery is 
wr about to be perpetrated in the Educational Service, 
In consequence of Mr. Shaw, Principal of the c%% College, going 
heme on forlough, it was almost decided that Dr. D. N. Mullick, Wrangler 
with first-class Hadas in Physics (J.ond.) and Professor of the Patna 
College, shuuld succeed him. This arrangement appears to have caused 
considerable uneasiness in view of the social attractions of Mr. Shaw’s 
appointment, and as there are no suitable Euro in the Provincial Service, 
it is said that an assistant schoolmaster in some hill school is going to be 
itehforked inta the service over the heads of distinguished Indian graduates. 
hus Indiane are not only being ostracised from the higher branch of the 
Educational Serviee, but are being deprived of the spats pea appointments 
ef the Provincial eadre, A mere successful policy could not have been hit 

upon for the intellectual emasculation of the nation. ! 

(c)}--Local Self-Government and Municipal Adnmistratien. 

436. The Bengake draws the attention of the Chairman to the fact that 
tyin Calentta. With the advent of the ‘dog days,” serious com- 
—— ts are being received regarding the insuffi- 
ciency of the filtered water-supply. The situation is partioularly intolerable 
in the suburbe where, owing to drainage works ans in progress, leakage is 

r 


constantly taking place, temporarily stopping even the present scanty supply. 
437.) Referring to the action of the Chairman of tha Calcutta Co Py. 
: in ruling out of order Babu Preo Nath Mullick’s 


The ution of Baba J. C. otion that the 
Boa, late License loapecter, men - , 
cutta Corporation. 


rosecution of the License 
tor be dropped and declining to Iay on the 
the legal opinion taken im the case, the 
Amrita Bazar Patrika asks if there is no such thing as decency. Why are 
there eleeted Commissioners in the Corporation. if their wishes are to be 
treated with such scant respect, and should the Chairman be allowed to do 


whatever he chooses? Considering the i ificance of the alleged mis 


Cs In 
tab 


appropriation with which the Inspector ie charged, the Commissioners should 
have consulted, specialty as the cost of the prosecution would have ta 


be berne by the rate-payers. The Chairman did not think it judicious to lay 
on the table the legal opinion he had taken, but if the cage is dismissed, it 
will place him in the most awkward position possible. In the officialised 
Corporation, the colleagues of the Chairman sre not onby outsiders, but 
opponents. 

_ 438. Phe Amrita Bazar Puirika writes that the charge of neglect of 
brought by the District Magistrate of Raj- 


esata siies Municipality. i against the local Municipality comes as 4 
real surprise after the uniform official praise bestowed on it for the past 20 


years, and if that body is now officialised on the above plea, the blessings of 
the partition will, in truth, be inestimable! The patel ventures to suggest 
that nothing short of withdrawal from the prosecution can save the situation, 
as unpleasant disclosures are likely to be made. ‘“ Peace with honour” is: the 
best course to adopt, in order to allay the excitement that has been created in 


Rajehahi. 
(9)—~ Ratlways and Communications, including Canals and Irrigation. 
439. The Indian Mirror supports the petition of the inhabitants of 


; ; Bansberia and the adjoining villages praying that 
The Heoghly-Outwa Reilwag. a station might be se at Teosberis on the 
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ooghly-Cutwa Railway, and not near’ the Tmehbigha Feeder Road, a site 
which cectala ple ald appear £0 have suggested to suit their personal 
convenience. The site at Bansberia would be generally convenient, while the 
latter site would be suitable for the inhabitants of only one yillage, namely, 
Khamarpara, and it is hoped that the Railway authorities will therefore seeede 
to the request of the Bansberia people. 


(A) — General. 


440, The whole country, writes the Indian Mirror, eagerly awaits the 
result of the inquiry promised hy Government in 
The Jullundur outrage. regard to the Jullundur outrage case. If there is 
any truth in the report published by the T'rtbunc, Government should teach 
Major Cowie a lesson that he will never forget. 
"441, Referring to the contention of the Maharaja of Darbhanga that the 
necessity for any great defensive scheme in regard 
Defence of India by Indians. +, India had been reduced by the Japanese 
Alliance, the IJndtan Nation writes that the situation must be taken as it really 
is, All the Coutinental Powers are armed to the teeth, and there is no knowing 
where this preparedness on their part is likely to lead. It is therefore not 
practical, at such 8 time, to argue that India alone should be unprotected and 
unprepared. Little value is set on the Japanese Alliance for purposes of Indian 
defence, as it would neither be dignified nor politic for England to seek 
outside aid. Moreover, is it to be expected that Japan would, ‘for mere love,’ 
send a military and naval force to this country, beat back Russia, and then 
quietly retire after that chivalrous feat ? 

The journal entirely agrees with Mr. Gokhale’s scheme of citizen soldier- 
ship so far as the principle is concerned, but apart from Lord Kitchener’s 
objections, it points out that Indians have to assume a particular attitude 
towards the Government before they can expect to be given a milita 
training and enlisted for military service. ‘Does that attitude exist at the 

esent moment? Would it be safe for Government to train and put arms 
into-the hands of men like those who have made street demonstrations in 
various parts of Bengal during these few months? It is not till Englishmen 
and Indians have come to feel as one nation for political purposes that such a 
consummation as Mr. Gokhale conceives can be deemed possible,’ 

442. It appears, writes the Kayestha Messenger, that the Government has 
been making repeated efforts to remove certain 
pillars from the Budh-Gaya Temple and deposit 
them in the Victoria Memorial Hall at Calcutta, 
the reagon alleged being that the State is anxious that ancient monuments 
should be preserved. ‘This desire is a very laudable one, and there would be 
no objection to Government taking care of such monuments as are being 


Government and the Budh Gaya 
Temple. 


allowed to fall into desuetude.. The vague es Temple, however, does not. 


require the fostering case of the Government and should be allowed to continue 
in the charge of the Mahant, who is looking after it in a satisfactory manner. 
The journal hopes that the Mahant will adopt Mr. Morley’s suggestion and 
appeal to the Secretary of State in Council or file a civil suit against the 
Government if the latter persists in removing the pillars. 

443, Sir B. Fuller, writes the Indian Empire, is not of the forgiving sort, 
as his treatment of the Maharaja of Mymensingh 
clearly indicates, notably in the case of the Muham- 
madan tenant. The Maharaja appears to have further irritated Sir B. Fuller 
by not being present at the reception accorded to His Honour on the occasion 
of his visit to Mymensingh. It is true that the Maharaja was ill in Calcutta 
and that he contributed a ‘ good round sum’ to the Reception Fund, but these 
facts made no appeal to Sir B. Fuller, who has avenged himself by serving 
the Maharaja with a notice under the Land Acquisition Act. Unless the 
Government of India intervene, nothing can prevent the land from being 
acquired. Could there be a worse case of official zulum? : 

444, The Indian Mirror deplores the fact that the Hon’ble Mr. Carlyle 


‘Acharya versus Fuller.’ 


should have indulged in ‘objectionable’ language. 


The Hon'ble Mr. Carlyle and = whilst speakin 


the ewadeshi movement. of the leaders of the swadeshi 


movement at the last meeting of the Bengal 
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islative Council. He accused the leaders of meanness and cowardice, and 
if Mr. Carlyle does not know that his vituperative statements were ground- 
less, who would? The journal does not therefore propose to deal with these 
utterances seriously. 

445. The Amrita Bazar Pairika welcomes the Hon’ble Mr. Hare ag the 

The officiating Lieutenant- Yuler of the province, as he is sympathetic and 
Goversor. thoroughly conversant with local conditions. 
446, Reverting to this subject, the Bengale says that because the 
sii iat fi ssi unofficial peg ae coe 2 eae did not 
Bsa hg 6s nae p> tagpee BF itch into the Hon’ble Mr. Carlyle for his numerous 
ee official transgressions, he showed his gratitude for 
their forbearance by making a cowardly attack upon the popular leaders at the 
‘ fag-end of the debate, and in a voice which was scarcely audible to his 
nearest colleague.’ But though this official was most anxivus to wound, yet he 
was afraid to strike, for with characteristic courage he refrained from 
mentioning names and clothed his anathemas in the vaguest terms. The 
whole performance was a most cowardly one. 

447. The Amrita Bazar Patrika objects to the practice of allowing a 
sis Lieutenant-Governor to go on leave during the 
dba ciaacrcts period of his office, for it not only means that the 

‘‘natives” have to pay him for doing absolutely nothing, but have also to pay 
a Member of the Board the salary of a Lieutenant-Governor, Then, again, 
Bengal will be in a state of interregnum, for if the Hon’ble Mr. Hare is asked 
to take any important steps, he will naturally decline to do so, being a tempor- 
ary ruler. On the contrary, he is likely to give effect to some of the ‘ mis- 
chiévous hobbies’ of his chief. ‘lhus the arrangement means unmitigated evil 
to the people of the province. Should Sir A. Fraser return, he will have to 
leave India for good when his term of office 2 ‘Finally, there will be 
another leave-taking —a serious affair—when Sir A. Fraser will have to go 
alone—perfectly alone—leaving his province and his pension and the pile he 
has made behind him—to give an account of his stewardship before the 
Supreme Judge of the Universe.’ 
448, The Bengalee draws attention to the alleged insult offered to two 
ea ini respectable zamindars of Saran by the Civilian Sub- 
Pranks of a Subdivisional Olcer. Givigional Officer of Saran, Mr. Ley. The latter 
on being threatened with civil proceedings replied that be had grounds for 
instituting criminal proceedings against the zamindars. Now, either Mr, Ley 
said this in good faith or the statement was a ruse. Ifthe former assumption is 
correct, his conduct is most suspicious in not | ppencsecnen against the zamindars 
before they had threatened him with civil proceedings, and if the latter 


assumption is the correct one, then Mr. Ley is not fit for the position he holds. 
4419. The Amrita Bazar Patrika compares the arrest of Babu Surendra 


. Nath Banerji and his sentence to a fine on a charge 
nt On Sioa of contempt of Court to the story of a shopkeeper 

who had a pretty wife and suspected a nobleman who came to make purchases— 
rather too frequently. One day the shopkeeper discovered the nobleman 
in his wife’s bed-chamber and the latter endeavoured to conceal himself behind 
the curtain, but he was too tall and the top of his hat betrayed him. The 
aggrieved husband was furious and indulged in the following piece of 
bathos:—‘‘ My Lord, the top of your hat betrays you and I assure you in & 
most solemn manner that if I see you again in the bed-chamber of my wife, 
I shall—I shall—throw your hat out of the window.” Similarly, the illegal 
arrest of Babu Surendra Nath was intended to be tragic, but it ended in 
sublime comedy. The journal considers that the proper course for Babu 
Surendra Nath to have adopted was to have refused to pay the fine and court 
incarceration. 
450. The Bengalee writes that Sir B. Fuller’s outrageous action in 

ds ordering the arrest of Babu Surendra Nath Banerj!, 

ay who is ‘the pillar of a people’s hope,’ spread 
like wild fire to the remotest parts of India, and the felon-like treatment he was 
subjected to by the Magistrate of Barisal has caused universal indignation. 
But why was Babu Surendra Nath alone arrested ? Clearly this action was 
premeditated on the part of the Jungly Lat, who had previously made up his 
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‘nd to arrest one of the greatest popular leaders of the provinee on any pretext 
rar | bad or indifferent, in order to strike terror into the hearts of the people. 
he sequel to this affair is that the Conference has been ordered to disperse. 
This is the first time that a public gathering of ithis nature has been suppressed 


in British India, and if the Indians are true to themselves it will be the last. 


Is this Sir B. Fuller’s conception of statesmanship—force, brute force ? Trul 
it is part of the policy of a proconsul whose ‘ very name stinks in the nostrils 
of the people,’ but they will not be terrified by such persecution which is 
exactly of the type to bring out their sterling qualities and stimulate national 
life, as did the arrest of Parnell. 
451. The Amrita Bazar Patrika writes that as soon as it was announced 
oe ae that the Bengalis were going to hold a Conference 
aca nici at Barisal—the town which was declared to be in a 
state of “‘ mutiny ’—the officials thought that their ijja¢ was in danger and the 
all-absorbing topic was how to avert the great danger which threatened the 
Empire! It was seriously proposed to “‘puckrao” all the delegates and send 
them to jail, but the ‘unadulterated despotism’ of the new province officials 
did not venture to go so far. Why? Because although the officials were 
thoroughly demoralised, they could not override British instincts. The arrest 
of Babu Surendra Nath doubtless threw them into a state of ecstasy, but a 
gloom was soon cast over their happiness when they realised the importance 
of tlieir victim and the concern their action might cause the Government of 
India.and the British Parliament. Their disappointment must have been ver 
keen indeed when the other delegates offered themselves for arrest. ‘This 
move on the part of the authorities may put a stop to Fullerism once for all. 
The arrest of Babu Surendra Nath is a gain—a decisive gain; victory, and 
a decisive victory.’ Concluding, the Patrika characterises the trial of Babu 
Surendra Nath Banerji as illegal, inasmuch as no case was instituted against 
him and no proceedings drawn up. Clearly theauthorities forgot law, decency, 
and even self-interest in the heat of the moment. It is to be hoped that they 
are NOW repeating of their folly. 
452. ‘he Indian Mirror writes that the news of Babu Surendra Nath 
vase Banerji’s arrest has thrown the people into a state of 
ig ‘wild excitement.’ The journal strongly suspects 
that the affair was pre-arranged and urges that the country should take steps 
to curtail such despotism and demand the replacement of Sir B, Fuller by a 
better, wiser, and more tactful ruler, on the ground that he has been committing 
a series of blunders and illegalities of the worst type. Such a man cannot be 
trusted with the administration of a newly-created province a day longer, as it 
will take him but a short time to set the whole country ablaze. No time 
should therefore be lost in holding public meetings condemning Sir B. Fuller 
and his Government and sending Rs to England to represent the actual 
state of affairs in the new province. 
453. The Indian Mirror asks why Babu Surendra Nath Banerji in 
‘eas particular was singled out for prosecution, and 
why, having been afflicted thus, he was not allowed 
to call evidence in his defence, A District Magistrate is debarred from trying 
a case in which he is interested in his capacity as an Executive officer, never- 
theless the District Magistrate of Backergunge tried the case against Babu 
Surendra Nath Banerji. Thus an established principle of British law has 
been violated, and if Sir B. Fuller thinks that his tyrannical and illegal 
proceedings will be tolerated, he is mistaken. Fancy an esteemed popular 
leader put into the felon’s dock and respectable delegates beaten by constables, 


as if they were dangerous criminals! What would have been the consequences. 


of such tyranny in any ‘wai of the United Kingdom? The sooner Sir B, 

besa is relieved of his charge, the better for himself and the better for the 
country. 

454, With the termination of Gurkha rule, writes the Hindoo Patriot, it 

m2 was believed that things would proceed normally 

go at Barisal, and the popular conviction in regard to 

the Conference was that it would be allowed to hold its sittings in peace. 

The unexpected, however, has happened, and not only were several delegates 


Seriously assaulted by the police, but Surendra Nath Banerji was arrested, 
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suvjected to a mock trial, and summarily sentenced to a fine of Rs. 400, The 
procedure was ‘extravagantly curious’ from beginuing to end. On the 
second day of the Conference, the District Snpermtendent of Police ‘like g 
second though diminished Cromwell’ appeared on the scexe and dispersed the 
meeting. Passion and prejudice, says the journal, have done enough harm, 
and both the Government and the people should learn to be more tolerant and 
more solicitous for the welfare of the country. 63 
455. The Bengalee makes a spirited appeal to its countrymen and asks 
eer oer them not to take this latest affront offered by the 
a ‘low-minded despot of the wilds of Assam, lying 
down.’ It bids them think of their heroic, ‘ Heaven-sent’ leader bein 
arrested like 2 common felon and marched to the Court-house to be insulte 
by an ‘unmannerly and ill-bred’ Magistrate, and also of bis ‘ martyred’ figure 
standing in the dock, upright and erect, calm and collected, ‘like Christ 
standing before Pilate.’ ‘ The bigots of the iron time have insulted him whom 
nations adore,’ and the recolleetion of this incident will rankle in the hearts of 
the people till the chief culprits have been punished. In the meantime 
‘unfurl high the swadeshs flag and let it float triumphant in the eye of heaven 
to be borne by the firm hands of seventy millions toa certain and not distant 
victory. That is the lesson of the Barisal barbarities—a lesson burnt into the 
brains of an exasperated nation.’ 
456. The Bengale is pained and surprised at the tone of the Anglo- 
: Indian Press in regard to the Barisal affair, as the 
Bane, Anglo-Indian Press onthe popular rights that have been interfered with at 
cee EIEN Barisal are precisely those rights to which English. 
men have clung and for the preservation of which no saerifice has been deemed 
too heavy. The right of public meeting, of agitation on constitutional lines is 
the most precious heritage of British citizenship, but such is the demoralising 
influence of the times that even Englishmen are not ashamed to support the 
suppression of lawful meetings. 
457. The official versionof the Barisal outrage published in the 
Englishman and the Indian Daily News, writes the 
el peer ee ae aE weak and misleading. It is said that 
bretha Outrage "® Hssue of um the Barisal authorities, apprehending disturbances, 
were justified in dispersing what might have 
developed into an unlawful assembly. The Barisal authorities had no business 
to entertain any such apprehension, for the Conference has been meeting year 
after year for fourteen years and its proceedings have never been marred by 
anything like a disturbance. Why, then, should there have been any disturb- 
ance in Barisal and between whom? There was no party feeling. If the 
police were justified in dispersing the Conference because the guarantee that 
Bande Mataram would not be shouted, was not given, they would be equally 
justified in dispersing a literary or a religious meeting. One hardly expects 
egality from Sir B. Fuller or his satellites, but it is surprising that 
Anglo-Indian journalists should support a reactionary policy which must be 
repugnant to their English instincts. 
458. The Amrita Bazar Patrika writes that the question which has for 
some time been exercising the minds of alarge — 
of tare who has lost the balance number of people in Bengal is whether or not a 
movement should be set on foot to secure the 
retirement of Sir B, Fuller. A public meeting put an end to the career :of 
Sir Mordaunt Wells, late Chief Justice of Bengal, so that there is no reason 
why an agitation should not be started against Sir B. Fuller and based on iis 
numerous offences against law, order and decency culminating in the 
scandalous Barisal outrage. Whether such an agitation would defeat its 
own object is doubtful, but one thing is certain that Sir B. Fuller is introducing 
anarchy into the land and his numerous friends should accordingly advise him 
to leave the country for the country’s good, at least for six months, after 
which time he will have probably regained his mental equilibrium. 
459. The Amrita Bazar Patrika’s Suri correspondent writes that it is 
ae PI See aS © pagar o ee is going to be reduced hd 
. ereuction. the status of a subdivision. This rumour, the 
oe to the status of a sub- writer says, origina cal Been dhe daah thad th 
) Collector of Murshidabad was asked whether he 
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eould administer a subdivision (said to be Rampur Hat) of the Birbhum 
district. | 
VI.—MUIscELLANOBUS. 


_ The Indian Empire writes that people are passing through one of 
— sa - the most critical periods in ther history, and the 
a leaders would do well to take the opportunity 
offered by the forthcoming Barisal Conference to decide whether the ople 
should adhere to the present mendicant policy or rely on the strength of their 
‘strong tight arm ’ to bring about the realisation of their national aspirations. 
Whining may extort the contemptuous pity, but never the respect of those 
j er. | 
“ 461. The Amrita Bazar Pairtka considers that the most important duty 
| : before the Barisal Conference is to carefully 
The main work of the Parisal deliberate on the present situation with a view to 
a, reorganising Indian society and so bringing about 
the regeneration of the country. ‘This can be effected in two ways, namely, by 
political agitation, and self-reliance, chiefly the latter. For instance, aan 
cannot the people settle their disputes among themselves and so avoid litigation 
By doing so they would steer clear of severe criminal laws, a terrible police, 
and a convicting magietracy. Another complaint is that foreign manufactures 
are ruining indigenous industries. The remedy lies entirely in the hands of 
the people—don’t use foreign articles. Can any thought be more degrading 
than that Indians have to go naked and eat their food without salt if 
Manchester ceased supplying them with cloth, and Liverpool with salt? 
The agriculturists who form 80 per cent. of the population, cannot find a 
profitable market for their produce; the industrial classes are disappearin 
and tens of thousands are dying annually because they violate the le a 
sanitation. These are the serious subjects to which the Barisal Conference 
should direct its attention. 

462. The Hindoo Patriot points out that India’s greatest desire is that 

— she should be ruled in a sympathetic manner and 

nee due regard paid to her traditions and civilisation. 
If the young Civil and Military officers of Government could be made to 
realise that it is necessary that they should do what is required of them in this 
regard, British rule would be even more acceptable than it now is. They 
are unfortunately imbued with an erroneous idea of their superiority’ to 
Indians, and this belief leads them to commit acts which end in unnecessary 
friction and heart-burning. 

463. The Amrita Bazar Patrtka publishes, for the consideration of the 
Barisal Conference, the following scheme for the 
moral and material improvement of the nation. 
‘Let a Central Committee, composed of one or two 
representatives of each district, be formed to look after the affairs of the 
province. It is essential that the Committee should appow one or two paid 
agents in each district, the agents selected being men of tact and judgment, 
Their duty should be to form Village Committees for the purpose of abandoning 
foreign articles, promoting good feelings between Hindus and Muhammadans, 
and inducing the people to settle, as far as possible, their disputes out of 
Court, Another important duty before these agents is to make efforts to 
re-introduce the charka, as the weavers are not yet able to eke out a bare 
existence owing to the high cost of Manchester yarn, In short, the grievances 
and requirements of the masses should be enquired into and remedies suggested 
to meet them, As regards political agitation, agents should be instructed to 
hold public meetings at all important centres with a view to imparting political 
education to the masses, If only half-a-dozen advanced districts of Bengal 
follow this method, au organisation may be formed in regard to which it 
would not be possible for the Government to adopt the present policy of 
silence. The work of the Conference, on the other hand, should be to make 
an arrangement by which the people of the two provinces should never forget 


that they are a united nation and that ‘no Curzon or Fraser’ has been able to 
separate them. 
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464, The Bengalce writes that some of the members of the family of 
_ Theebaw, ez-King of Burma, who are now residing 
Burmese political pensioners in in Calcutta, appear to be receiving ‘scurvy’ treat. 
reegenaE ment from the Government. Theebaw’s nephew 
died in 1904, and his widow was granted a monthly pension of Rs. 40, on 
which sum she was expected to support herself and 8 children, with the 
result that the family is in great distress. The schooling-fees of 3 children 
who are in the Doveton College have fallen into arrears and, in execution of a 
decree, every article of furniture belonging to the widow has been seized. The 
house rent has likewise fallen into arrears, and the occupants have been 
threatened with ejectment. Another nephew of Theebaw, whose father had 
enjoyed a pension of Rs. 1,100 a month, was granted a monthly allowance of 
Rs. 50, but this has since been reduced to Rs. 30, The journal draws the 
attention of Government to these facts in the hope that the hard lot of the 
Burmese pensioners will receive amelioration. 
465. Asitis not usual for Europeans to 2 ge gp with Indians who 
| are injured or insulted by members of the ruling 
Lord Kitchener and the Times, = 446 the Amrits Bazar Patrika is surprised to 
seo the Times charging Lord Kitchener, ‘the idol of the British nation,’ with 
offending Indian soldiers and so endangering the safety ofthe Empire, 
The Patrika is confident that the case against Lord Kitchener is not as black 
as it has been painted. It has no doubt, however, that the growing idea in 
the Indian Army is that the present rulers are not as sympathetic and friendly 
as their predecessors were. 
466. The Bengalee writes that apart from the letter of the Calcutta 
‘correspondent of the Imes attacking Lord 
| scsi Kitchener owing to his alleged ill-treatment of 
the native army having the desired effect of defeating the proposal fora 
reduction of the British garrison in India, the letter is calculated to have a 
mischievous effect on the Native Army. If, however, the Commander-in-Chief’s 
attitude is really as impolitic as it is made out to be, the situation certainly 
affords food for serious reflection to those who are responsible for the safety 
of the Empire. : 

467. ‘‘A merchant” writing to the Amrita Bazar Patrika regarding the 
present rates for articles sent by book-post, ad- 
) vocates a reduction of three pies on _ packets 
weighing five tolas, as this concession would serve to stimulate trade. The 
present rate is half-anna for comets weighing from one to ten tolas, and as 
ae lists, etc., do not usually weigh more thun five tolas, trading firms would 

e greatly benefited by the proposed reduction. 
468. It is noticeable, writes the Bengalec, that the only fact upon which the 
ae Times’ correspondent bases his statement that the 
mat aos or iton «OF =the ~Native Army is in a state of discontent, is that 
difficulty is experienced in recruitment, This fact 
is undeniable, but it is not. clear how Lord Kitchener is to blame, seeing that 
the difficulty was experienced as far back as the eighties, when Lord Roberts 
was re My nla Hy Various causes have contributed to the recruiting 
difficulty, the principal being that recruiting has latterly been practically 
confined to the warlike races of the Punjab and the North-West Frontier, to 
the exclusion of the other martial races of India who have taken to other 
ag ga The rulers are solely responsible for this deplorable state of things, 
or the masses have been disarmed to such an extent that very few villages 
possess even a single gun. Was there ever a more wholesale emasculation of 
Asiatic races even under the most despotic and tyrannical Governments? 
The people of India have had to pa very dearly indeed for Paz Britannica! 
469, Referring to the Hon’ble Mr. Carlyle’s pessimistic utterances 
ae Mus ie Ge regarding the success of the weaving school to be 
the Senmabnase wiasinn 2 established at Serampore, the Bengalee observes that 
if the Chief Secretary to the Government—the man 
on whom so much depends—indulges in such gloomy prognostications before the 
school has actually come into existence, if he publicly declares that the future 
of the hand-loom industry is, in his opinion, anything but bright, if the school 18 


started in this half-hearted spirit, it would not be surprising if the ‘* experiment " 


‘An important suggestion.’ 
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actually turned out a disastrous failure. The students of the weaving 
school can learn a lot of useful things, and if the Government is not lackin 
in earnestness and sincerity there is no reason why the ‘‘experiment” shoul 
not prove an unqualified success. It may be, in Mr. Carlyle’s case, that the 
wish is father to the thought, but his ‘croakings are singularly inopportune at 
the present moment and are calculated to do more harm than . There 
are various ways of not doing a thing while professing to doit, and in regard 
to the Serampore school it is hoped that the people are not to have another 
instance of the Hon’ble Mr. Carlyle’s ‘artful’ tactics, | 


470. The Bengalee characterises Mr. Rasul’s presidential address as a 

, ee ‘great speech’ which will be read with admiration 

Pe. Rasol's presidential ad- and gratitude by the people of Bengal, and con- 

siders that the most valuable and interesting portion 

of the address was that in which he appealed to the Muhammadan community 

not “to hold themselves aloof from the politics of the country.” The whole 

nation, says the journal, endorses this prayer for the weal of a common mother- 

land, and it is hoped that the brain of the Muhammadan community will not 
be clouded by the prospect of a few Police Sub-Inspectorships. 
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